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THE 10TH AMERICAS
COMPETITIVENESS
EXCHANGE
ON INNOVATION AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
A week-long high-level tour for senior global
leadership through the cities of San
Francisco, Silicon Valley, Santa Cruz,
Monterey, Salinas, Fresno, Sacramento, and
Davis in Northern California, United States.
Sunday, October 21 to Saturday, October 27, 2018
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DEAR 10th ACE APPLICANT,
We invite you to apply to the 10th Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship (ACE) that will take place from Sunday, October 21 to Saturday, October 27, 2018
showcasing key Northern California destinations that are helping to move the success that is Silicon
Valley’s Innovation and Entrepreneurial Ecosystem across the Golden State.

We will visit San Francisco, Silicon Valley, Santa Cruz, Monterey, Salinas, Fresno, Sacramento, and
Davis and explore potential partnerships with universities, private sector partners, state and local
governments, and non-profits. Together, we can address some of the most significant challenges we
face globally by embracing the new connections, partnerships, and possibilities.

The ACE is a flagship program designed to connect Western Hemisphere decision makers to secure
international and regional partnerships, increase trade and investment, and strengthen Hemispheric
innovation and competitiveness by building on ideas and models that work to create jobs.

Are you ready to see state-of-the-art technologies, hear from leading authorities, experts and
researchers, and meet key political and economic decision makers from the Western Hemisphere and
beyond? Apply today! Applications will be open until August 10, 2018.

We look forward to receiving your application!
The ACE 10 Organizers
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1. THE AMERICAS
COMPETITIVENESS
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
(ACE) #ACXchange
The Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) is a regional initiative of the Organization of
American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC). Ministers and
High-Level Authorities of the countries of the Americas approved ACE as one of the main activities
of the 2017- 2019 RIAC’s Work Plan.

The objective of the Exchange is to showcase successful examples of entrepreneurship, innovation,
strategic investments and public-private partnerships from a specific region/country that contribute
to the economic development at the local, national, and regional levels. The event brings 50 decision
makers from across the Americas and beyond for a five to six-day tour of innovative hubs, leading
firms, and educational and research institutions to explore local and regional economic development
models, share experiences and knowledge, and build networks among the local and visiting
stakeholders to enhance innovation and competitiveness of the Americas.

The ACE was created in 2014 by the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Department of State,
and the Organization of American States (OAS) as RIAC Technical Secretariat.
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PRIOR HOST REGIONS/COUNTRIES INCLUDE:
ACE I:
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, USA
April 2014

ACE II:
Mexico City, Aguascalientes, and Guadalajara, Mexico
August 2014

ACE III:
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois, USA
April 2015

ACE IV:
Province of Cordoba, Argentina
October 2015

ACE V:
Arizona and California, USA
April 2016

ACE VI:
Province of Ontario, Canada
September 2016

ACE VII:
Central Texas, USA
April 2017
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ACE VIII:
North-Central Florida, USA
December 2017

ACE IX – Special Edition:
Israel - Germany
June 2018

2. THE 10TH AMERICAS COMPETITIVENESS
EXCHANGE
The 10th Americas Competitiveness Exchanges on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ACE) will
take place from Sunday, October 21 to Saturday, October 27, 2018, showcasing key Northern
California destinations that are helping to move the success that is Silicon Valley’s Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem across the Golden State.

Join us as we visit San Francisco, Silicon Valley, Santa Cruz, Monterey, Salinas, Fresno,
Sacramento, and Davis and explore potential partnerships with universities, private sector partners,
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Together, we can address some of the most

significant challenges we face globally by embracing the new connections, partnerships, and
possibilities.

CONVENING INSTITUTIONS
The 10th ACE is convened by the Organization of American States (OAS) as the Inter-American
Competitiveness Network (RIAC) Technical Secretariat; the Government of the United States,
through the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S. Department of State as the ACE Cofounders and ACE Committee Members, and the Government of Argentina, through its Ministry of
Production, as Chair Pro Tempore of RIAC (September 2017-2019).

TARGET CLUSTERS
Featured sites on the tour will target the following clusters: biotechnology and information
technology, aeronautics, life sciences, water, agriculture, and workforce.

OBJECTIVES
In the 10th ACE, participants will:


Explore potential partnerships with universities, private sector partners, state and local
governments, and non-profits.



Get a firsthand look at one of the most prosperous and successful innovation ecosystems in
the world.



See how North – Central California is helping to move the success of Silicon Valley’s
Innovation and Entrepreneurial Ecosystem across the Golden State.



Understand how the regions provide appropriate infrastructure for innovative startups to
develop and expand.



Learn the benefits of connecting universities, the private and public sector to boost trade
and investment, research, and the creation of jobs.

8

#ACXchange

10th AMERICAS COMPETITIVENESS EXCHANGE

www.riacevents.org/ACE/california2018

THE 10th ACE PRELIMINARY AGENDA
San Francisco and Silicon Valley
ACE 10 kicks off in San Francisco, the City by the Bay, one of the world’s most iconic locations,
well known for the Golden Gate Bridge, Fisherman’s Wharf, Lombard Street, and Alcatraz. San
Francisco, both a City and a County, is home to 884,000 people (as of 2015) and a diverse
population where traditional minorities comprise the majority. Founded in 1776 by colonists from
Spain, San Francisco has a colorful history marked by a gold rush, an earthquake, a fire, and a
few hippies in the 1960’s. It maintains a vibrant culture and economy, ranked by Forbes as the
Coolest City in America in October 2017.
INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ACE 10 participants will get a firsthand and behind the scenes look one of the most prosperous
and successful innovation ecosystems in the world.

With a focus on Biotechnology and

Information Technology, San Francisco and Silicon Valley are home to many of the world’s bestknown companies including Google, Apple, Genentech, LinkedIn, and Uber. Participants will get
a taste of what makes this ecosystem so secure, how it was cultivated, and maintained.
Why not visit one of the world’s best incubators? Beginning with QB3/MBCBiolabs at the
University of California, San Francisco in Mission Bay, participants will visit the birthplace of
biotech, where innovators have been nurtured and moved on to start Genentech, Chiron (now
Novartis), and other industry giants. The University sustains a bold spirit of entrepreneurship that
enables their researchers and clinicians to pursue new possibilities for delivering health and
advancing biopharmaceutical medicine.

Participants will then travel to the heart of Silicon Valley to visit the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) Ames Research Center. Since 1939, Ames has led NASA in
conducting world-class research and development in aeronautics, exploration technology and
science aligned with the center's core capabilities. Participants will have a tour of the facility and
learn about research related to the global impacts of changing weather systems and sustainable
communities through supercomputing, robotics, and other capabilities as well as plans for the
manned mission to Mars.
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At Ames, participants will interact with top executives of some of the world’s best-known
incubators such as YCombinator, Social Capital, and Plug-N-Play. They will also have the
opportunity to learn from some vibrant public-private partnerships with organizations including
Intrinsyx, Singularity, Google, and Carnegie Mellon. In addition to Ames, the group will then get
an opportunity to see the Googleplex, global headquarters of Google, a campus encompassing
offices, green space & recreation areas, which is located a short drive from NASA Ames Research
Center.

Monterey Bay Area
UNDER THE SEA

From the City of Santa Cruz on the north to the City of Monterey on the south, Monterey Bay is a
real California gem. During their visit to the Central Coast, ACE 10 participants will experience
cutting-edge marine research, advances in agricultural technology, and will have the opportunity
to see the world-class Monterey Bay Aquarium; with its stunning views of aquatic life, including
the underwater kelp forest, that provided inspiration for the moving Finding Dory which was
produced by Pixar Animation Studios and released by Walt Disney Pictures.

Santa Cruz
HIGH IMPACT RESEARCH AND SERVICE TO SOCIETY

Since universities drive innovation, the group will then visit the University of California, Santa Cruz
(UCSC). UCSC’s mission is to deliver progressive, bold, fearless education that benefits both the
individual and the planet. A commitment to environmental stewardship and community
engagement is central to the University’s core values and an enduring source of pride for the
entire campus. UCSC is home to one of the world’s top marine mammal research centers at Long
Marine Laboratory, overlooking Monterey Bay—the second-largest marine sanctuary in the world.
UCSC is also the proud custodian of five stunning natural reserve sites on the Central Coast —
from 25 acres on Año Nuevo Island to 4,200 coastal acres in beautiful Big Sur.
INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Participants will hear from and interact with cross-sector leaders in Santa Cruz who are working
on exciting innovation & entrepreneurship collaborations, including Startup Sandbox biotech
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incubator, Santa Cruz accelerator, Launchpad, SVLink and other programs aimed at rapid
commercialization of research and innovation.
LEADING IN ORGANIC FARMING

UC Santa Cruz has been a leader in organic farming for the last 40 years. Through our research,
education, and outreach programs, the campus’s Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food
Systems (CASFS) works to create agriculture and food systems that sustain both human
communities and the environments in which they live. They work to undertake projects with
faculty, staff, and students from throughout the university. Beyond the campus collaborating with
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), growers, community members, visiting students and
researchers, and state and federal agencies, including UC Cooperative Extension and the US
Department of Agriculture. Participants will learn more about the organic farming industry in Santa
Cruz, our community, and global collaborations, and taste some of the local flavors!

Salinas Valley
SALAD BOWL OF THE WORLD

The Salinas Valley, known as the “Salad Bowl of the World,” produces over $4 billion per year in
fresh produce thanks to its mild climate, fertile soil, and the hard work of its residents. Some of
its better-known crops include lettuce, strawberries, broccoli, wine grapes, cauliflower, and
spinach, and is also a leading producer of niche crops such as artichokes and kale. Salinas is
dominant player in Agricultural Technology (AgTech) innovation. ACE 10 participants will have
the opportunity to hear from and interact with leaders in the public, private, and academic sectors
fostering the development of the ecosystem and collaborating on workforce strategies for regional
innovation. Inspired by innovation models pioneered in the Silicon Valley, the AgTech ecosystem
is led by a consortium of local government; education and workforce training organizations; and
the private sector.
THRIVE AND SURVIVE

The THRIVE Accelerator has worked with 42 companies from around the world, and local
businesses work with the more than 50 startup companies located in the Western Growers Center
for Innovation and Technology to help companies test and commercialize their products. Hartnell
College and other educational partners have developed cooperative programs with employers to
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match skills training to job openings. Moreover, private businesses have started using the
AgTech solutions to conserve resources, increase production yields, and improve food safety.

Visitors will be able to visit the Western Growers Center for Innovation and Technology, located
in the newly constructed headquarters for Taylor Farms, located in downtown Salinas. They will
also be able to tour the Taylor Farms processing facility in Gonzales, which not only utilizes a
number of innovative technologies for the washing, packing, and shipping of the product, but
which has also implemented a plant-wide “zero waste” program, and has also made use of wind,
solar, and cogenerated power to reduce its environmental footprint.
WORKFORCE

The participants will also be able to tour Hartnell Community College’s Center for Advanced
Technology, which provides the training necessary for students to compete for the jobs being
created by this (and other) emerging industry. Explore the possibilities where technology meets
your world. Learn new skills. Achieve a certificate. Earn an associate of science degree. Prepare
to transfer to a four-year institution. Hartnell College’s Center for Advanced Technology provides
rigorous, relevant education through expanding partnerships with local industry and our
community.

Fresno
MORE THAN JUST CALIFORNIA RAISINS

ACE 10 will move into the heartland of California’s Central Valley on Wednesday, October 24th
with a stop in the City of Fresno. Fresno is located close to the geographic center of California, in
proximity to nearly all of the state’s major cities and well-known destinations. Fresno has a diverse
population of 522,053, making it the 4th largest city in the state, 34th nationally, and the most
populous city in California’s Central Valley. ACE 10 participants will get a firsthand look at one of
the most significant agricultural regions on earth. Fresno is seen as the economic hub for the
eight-county San Joaquin Valley region, an area known as “The Food Basket of the World.” The
Fresno County Department of Agriculture reports ag production totaled $6.18 billion in 2016,
compromised of nearly 400 commodities and exporting to 93 countries, making it one of the most
productive agricultural centers in the country. Fresno is recognized as a global producer of
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almonds (with over 126, 000 acres), and a significant producer of grapes, poultry, cattle, and
tomatoes. Half of the world’s raisin supply comes from the area.
INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Participants will get a taste of what makes this ecosystem so robust during a lunch and tour at
California State University, Fresno (Fresno State). The campus features a 1,000-acre agricultural
laboratory that provides students and staff hand on access to the nation’s most diverse
agricultural areas, maintained by students, staff, and faculty. Participants will also meet with the
Fresno Food Expo, providing a platform devoted to highlighting the area’s robust and innovative
food community.
AQUAVITA

The tour will be lead in collaboration with International Center for Water Technology (ICWT) at
Fresno State, which hosts numerous startup and entrepreneurship partnerships through their
Water Energy Technology (WET) Incubator Center, Center for Irrigation Technology, and
BlueTechValley Innovation Cluster. Water is a finite resource. Responsible management requires
the inclusion of all stakeholders to determine appropriate long-term use and allocation. While the
program targets opportunities and issues within the San Joaquin Valley region, solutions and
experiences are applicable worldwide.
TECH EDUCATION

With its proximity to Silicon Valley, the Central Valley is one of the fastest growing tech hubs in
the country as well. Fresno’s burgeoning tech sector includes efforts lead by Bitwise Industries,
recognized as the mothership of technological education, collaboration and innovation in Fresno.
Recent downtown additions in the tech sector include the Product Incubator (PI) Shop, an
incubator space providing high-level product and business development assistance through nonprofit partner Blue Dolphin Design and Engineering.

Featuring numerous startups operating in renovated historic buildings and a renowned coding
school called Geekwise Academy, Bitwise Industries central Downtown Fresno location will be
the next stop of the tour following Fresno State. Participants will get a chance to tour the facility
and network with the local leaders spearheading the tech charge in Fresno.
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HIGHSPEED RAIL

The Central Valley, especially Fresno County, is at the epicenter of high-speed rail (HSR) in
America. There are currently over 20 active construction sites with over 2000 construction workers
building the nation’s first high-speed rail system. Fresno is also a candidate for the HSR heavy
maintenance facility and continues to align local stakeholders to take full advantage of the
economic opportunities presented by this significant project. Upon completion, the California
High-Speed Rail system will connect San Francisco to Los Angeles allowing travel between the
two cities in under three hours. The tour will feature an overview of HSR’s significant impact to
the region’s continued economic growth.
CULTURE AND ENTERTAINMENT

Participants will experience Fresno’s strong cultural ties to Latin America through festivities during
the dinner reception at Arte Americas Latino Cultural Arts Center. Located downtown, the facility
celebrates the San Joaquin Valley’s sizeable Hispanic population through art exhibitions and
concerts. The Center will feature October festivities for Dia de Muertos (Spanish for “Day of the
Dead”), a multi-day Mexican holiday known for colorful celebrations that include festivals and
parades for loved ones who have passed on to help support their spiritual journey. The reception
will showcase locally grown products from the agriculturally-centric area.

Sacramento Capital Region
“KINGS” OF ECONOMY

In Sacramento, Capitol City of the world’s fifth largest economy, participants will visit the historic
Capitol building and hear from the Governor’s Office about international trade and investment
priorities. Participants also will have the opportunity to see the Golden 1 Center, home to the
National Basketball Association (NBA) basketball team, the Sacramento Kings. The Golden 1
Center is also an example of an urban revitalization project in the works. The Center is the
country’s most sustainable sports arena and was the first indoor venue to receive LEED Platinum
certification. Golden 1 Center is the world’s most connected indoor sports and entertainment
venue through the most powerful WiFI services at any Arena in the country. The WiFi at Golden
1 Center, as well as the public plaza and Downtown Commons (DOCO), is over 17,000 times
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faster than the average home Internet connection, with the ability to handle more than 225,000
Instagram photo posts per second.
FEEDING THE CROWD

The Golden 1 Center procures 73% of its food from local sources, reflecting the region’s Farm to
Fork values and economy. The food and agriculture economy has an economic impact of more
than $7 billion in the Capital Region, according to the 2016 Food and Agriculture Workforce Needs
Assessment Report by the Sacramento Region Council of Governments, Valley Vision, and the
Center of Excellence at Los Rios Community College District.
SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE

Los Rios Community College District is the second largest community college district in the State
of California and houses the Center for International Trade and Development. The region is also
home to Sacramento State University. As California's capital campus, Sacramento State shapes
both the political and economic landscape of the area.
A HIVE FOR STARTUPS

Sacramento is developing a thriving ecosystem for start-ups and growing businesses across all
industries, supported by new public-private investments in facilities, services, equipment and an
online resource hub connecting communities across the region (urban and rural). Participants will
have the opportunity to interact with the ecosystem at the Urban Hive; a facility ranked the #4
coolest co-working space in the U.S. in December 2017 by Pace Magazine. The Urban Hive is
providing business start-ups a place to thrive: a place to work, connect, collaborate, learn, create,
and engage with fellow creatives, entrepreneurs, and changemakers. The Urban Hive is home to
300 entrepreneurs, designers, coders, creatives, and change-makers who make our world better
with the companies they build, the people they help, and the products they create. Participants
will have an opportunity to experience this, connect and interact with leaders across the innovation
ecosystem.
WOMEN IN SCIENCE

The University of California, Davis boasts rankings as the number one university in the world for
veterinary science (QS World Rankings, 2017), the number one university globally for plant
sciences, and the number one university in the U.S. for agriculture, (U.S. News & World Report’s
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“2018 Best Global Universities”). UC Davis is also the top ranking university in the nation for
launching women into professions in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, or
STEM professions.
WINE AND DINE

ACE 10 participants will have the opportunity to visit the Robert Mondavi Institute for Food and
Wine Science and tour the Jess S. Jackson Sustainable Winery Building. The building is designed
to consume zero-net energy and incorporates climate-responsive passive design strategies and
renewable energy to achieve the zero-net energy objective, technology applicable to other types
of structures. The visit to UC Davis will feature an interactive discussion with ACE participants
highlighting UC innovations, partnerships and opportunities for collaboration, and the nexus
between agriculture, food, health and life sciences, environmental sciences and technology.

3. PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS &
REQUIREMENTS
WHO IS INVITED TO APPLY?
This high-level program invites key decision makers who drive inclusive economic development
in their countries, institutions, and communities, including Ministers/Vice Ministers (of Economy,
Industry, Trade, SME, Science and Technology); Ambassadors, Mayors, Members of
Congress/Legislature/Parliament; Private Sector and Local Government Leaders from
cities/regions;

Chancellors/Presidents/Vice

Presidents

of

Universities;

Presidents

of

Competitiveness Councils, Senior Leaders of Regional Economic Development, Small Business
Development Center Leaders; Senior Public/Private/Academia Sector Individuals; and Top
Entrepreneurs and societal influencers, among others. The ACE program strives to obtain strong
representation from the public, private, and academic sectors as well as to encourage gender
balance amongst its participants.
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?
a. Have a professional and/or academic background that facilitates inter- and intra-country
based development, such as foreign direct investment, trade, exports, supply chain
linkages, shared technology, etc.

b. Be able to allocate resources, propose and adopt key policies, and/or possess the
necessary connections to make identified priorities and actions possible within their country
and in collaboration with other countries.
c. Be fluent in English. All activities of the 10th ACE will be carried out only in English.
d. Have a valid visa (if necessary) to enter the United States.
e. Be able to provide visa, passport, photo, and other necessary information to complete
travel procedures.
f. Be able to participate for entire seven-day program. Partial participation will not be
allowed.

g. Be able to cover the cost of airfare and hotel accommodation will be an essential point
of consideration for the ACE Selection Committee.

4. LOGISTICS & ESTIMATED BUDGET
REGISTRATION
There is no registration/event fee for this program, but it is only open to selected applicants. If
chosen, candidates will have a maximum of two weeks to confirm their participation by confirming
their involvement and commitment on the official Commitment to Attend forms to ALL of the following
email addresses: riac@oas.org; abonilla@oas.org; and leslie.wilson@trade.gov. Proof of airfare
ticket and/or reservations will need to be submitted by no later than three weeks after receiving the
acceptance letter. Those who do not confirm and/or provide the requested documentation promptly
could lose their spot on the program.
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HOTELS
Hotels in California will be around USD 200 per night. Participants will be responsible for
arranging and paying for their own hotel reservations using the ACE selected hotels. It is
required due to security that participants stay at ACE selected hotels.

TRANSPORTATION
The program organizers will provide local transportation (bus) free of charge throughout the week.
The selected participants will need to book and pay for their airfare arriving and leaving from
California, and arranging their transportation airport-hotel-airport.

5. VISA
Information about Visa requirement can be found at the following link:
https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/visit.html

Please note that the ACE organizers are unable to facilitate visa issuance.

6. PROGRAM COSTS
The Government of the United States, through the U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S.
Department of State, and the Organization of American States, offer the ACE program to the
participating countries with no registration or participation fee.

For selected participants, the program organizers will also provide:
-

Local transportation throughout the week from site to site and city to city by bus.

-

VIP access to sites and renowned local experts

-

Some meals

-

Preferential U.S. Government rates at the ACE selected hotels in each city
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Selected participants will be responsible for:
-

Booking and paying for their airfare

-

Booking and covering the cost of their hotel accommodations for the week

-

Covering the cost of meals outside of the program and other miscellaneous items

Competitive and very limited partial economic assistance might be available for a few qualifying
selected candidates from the Americas who request support. Particular consideration will be given
to those from small economies in senior positions. Top female entrepreneurs will also be considered.

7. SELECTION PROCESS & CRITERIA
The selection process will take place as follows:

OPEN CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

July 11, 2018

DEADLINE TO APPLY

August 10, 2018

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE FIRST POOL OF ACCEPTED
CANDIDATES*

August 13-17, 2018

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE SECOND POOL OF ACCEPTED
CANDIDATES

August 27-31, 2018

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE THIRD POOL OF ACCEPTED
CANDIDATES (If space available)

September 10-14, 2018

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS WILL BE PUBLISHED

August 27-31, 2018

Important notice:

Rejection letters will not be sent. Not receiving a message of acceptance by October 5,
2018 indicates the Committee already selected the final pool of participants.
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The RIAC/ACE Coordinating Committee shall consider the following criteria for selecting the
maximum of 50 participants, in no particular order:









Diplomatic Rank/Diplomatic protocol
Public, Private and Academia sector senior leadership
Prior ACE hosts and/or participants who have shown ACE-related results, including in
ACF and GTECS
Diversity: Geographical, sectoral, and gender balance
Capacity to cover the cost of their participation
Ability to create long-term economic connections
Top entrepreneurs and innovators
Economic development system representatives

Kindly note that if a candidate is accepted into the program and he/she is unable to attend, the
selected candidate cannot independently select an alternative candidate. The nomination is NOT
transferable.

9. WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA INFORMATION
WEBSITE:

www.riacevents.org/ACE/california2018/

TWITTER:

www.twitter.com/riacnetorg

FACEBOOK:

www.facebook.com/RIACnet/

FLICKR:

www.flickr.com/photos/89835551@N02/sets/

YOUTUBE:

www.youtube.com/user/riacnetorg/videos

HASHTAG:

#ACXchange
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10. CONTACT INFORMATION
When consulting information, please write to ALL of the following emails:
riac@oas.org; leslie.wilson@trade.gov; mrobert@oas.org; cparga@oas.org
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