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APPLY TO ATTEND ACE 
SEATTLE AND BE PART OF THE 
VIP GLOBAL AND REGIONAL 
LEADERS DELEGATION

Dear Prospective Applicant,

If you are a high-level authority, a leading decision maker in the public or private sector, academia, 
or a top entrepreneur transforming economic development, innovation, and entrepreneurship in 
your country/city/community, the ACE program is a unique opportunity for you, and we strongly 
encourage you to apply.

You are invited to take part of The Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) which will take 
place in Seattle, United States from May 14 to 19, 2023.

During the six-day event, a VIP group of selected participants will learn and connect with Seattle’s 
top universities and research institutions, rural and urban development programs, emerging 
innovation centers, robust companies across sectors, and entrepreneurial initiatives. In addition, 
participants will have a unique opportunity to engage with local leaders from Seattle’s booming 
industries and learn about their respective clusters and sectors, technological advancement, and 
collaboration opportunities.

ACE Seattle is convened by the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Government of the 
United States, through the Department of Commerce (the Economic Development Administration 
and the International Trade Administration) and the Department of State - Permanent Mission to 
the OAS. The local organizers of the week-long program include the Puget Sound Regional Council 
and the Washington State Department of Commerce.

Kindly note that applications are accepted by the ACE Selection Committee on a rolling basis. 
Apply early to increase your opportunities to be selected.

Deadline to Apply: March 3, 2023

We look forward to welcoming you to Seattle!

Sincerely, 

The ACE Committee
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The 
Opportunity 
ACE serves as a powerful catalyst to strengthen hemispheric 
ties and build on ideas and models that work to promote 
economic development.

The Greater Seattle Region is a world leader in several globally 
focused, innovative industry sectors, and selected high-
level decision makers will learn about these best practices 
and opportunities to collaborate on new technologies and 
innovative global solutions. 

Some of Seattle’s world-leading industries include the green 
economy, aerospace, information and communication 
technology, maritime, tourism, transportation, and life 
sciences and global health, among others. ACE 16 
participants will discover partnership opportunities with 
each of these sectors during their visit. 

ACE Seattle will connect you to some of the most innovative 
companies and institutions in the World. 

Don’t miss the opportunity!
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Top Reasons  
to Attend

Expand knowledge of Seattle’s economic development ecosystem and trade and investment 
opportunities, including sector-specific cooperation.

An opportunity to identify and share best practices in economic development, 
with high-level decision makers from various countries and from different sectors to broaden 
your perspective.

Identify trade and investment opportunities to stimulate job creation and empower 
communities.

Inspire new projects and initiatives and grow existing projects through the creation 
of new networks.

Accelerate partnerships to take your economic development projects to the next level.

Learn about equitable economic development models and strategies 
implemented by the public, private and academic sector.

Experience an environment for innovative companies to startup and expand; and find 
out about opportunities for entrepreneurs and the connection with investors.

Explore academic and research exchanges opportunities by visiting top education 
institutions who are innovating every day to solve complex challenges no sector or business can 
address alone.

Enhance your knowledge and skills on business development by identifying 
projects and sites that could inspire your projects and open the door for new partnerships.
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Testimonies

Luis Silveira 
Senior Research, 
Catholic University of Uruguay (UCU)

“The intersection of entrepreneurship and economic 
development was further illuminated during ACE during 
both sessions and networking with participants.” 

“It is my belief that the Americas Competitiveness Exchange Program is one 
example of how we can forge meaningful hemispheric partnerships across sectors 
to enhance our own economic development and create an innovative ecosystem 
here in Barbados.” 

“It was such a great experience to learn about how different institutions promote 
economic development, foreign trade and investments. For the Manta Business 
Chamber this was a tremendous learning experience because it gave us clear 
concepts and insights on how to start creating a local entrepreneurship and 
innovation ecosystem.” 

“Participation broadened my vision as I was exposed to best practices 
that are relevant to current projects and strategies such as for our 
competitiveness strategy in Saint Lucia.” 

“I think the program is very 
powerful in the sense of 
generating contacts and synergies 
between the different delegates.” 

Misha Lobban Clarke  
Executive Director, 
Barbados Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Natasha Main 
Director of Impact Partnerships, 
Cambium Carbon

Rigoberto Carvallo  
Vice President, 
Manta Business Chamber

Sophia Alfay-Henry  
Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Commerce, Manufacturing, Business Development, 
Cooperatives and Consumer Affairs



ACE in 
Seattle
For many, the Greater Seattle region is synonymous with innovative companies, dramatic scenery, 
and fantastic coffee. Such images, however, only scratch the surface of the region’s profound capacity 
toward invention, reinvention, a vibrant arts community, natural diversity, and cultural richness.

• Seattle is situated at the heart of the central Puget Sound region, which is the largest marine 
estuary by volume in the United States;

• Puget Sound is part of a larger area that has been the traditional aboriginal territory of the Coast 
Salish peoples, who live around the Salish. The Coast Salish Tribes have lived in the Puget Sound 
region since time immemorial and, while each Tribe is unique, all share in having a deep historical 
connection and legacy of respect for the land and natural resources;

• A strong environmental ethic is demonstrated through conscientious planning around land use, 
transportation, and economic development;

• The maritime heritage is reflected in world-class seaports;

• A long history of innovation has resulted in a highly skilled manufacturing workforce, a premier 
aerospace industry cluster and technological advances in personal computing software and 
electronic commerce;

What Sets Seattle Apart 

• The region’s environmental values have helped drive a new wave of global 
leadership around the technologies and services that can help address the 
most prominent climate challenges of our times. This includes building 
materials, agricultural management, aviation biofuels and growing the 
greenest maritime industry in the world.
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The Aerospace industry in the central Puget Sound region is one 
of the most competitive in the world. This is because the Boeing 
Company was founded in Seattle over a century ago. Since then, 
the region’s Aerospace industry has grown into a large and diverse 
supply chain that is driving innovation across clusters, including 
space, advanced composite materials and aerospace biofuels.

The central Puget Sound region is increasingly recognized as a 
hub of private sector space companies and employment, helping 
to diversify the Aerospace industry and make it more resilient. 
This growth is driven by expanding companies including Blue 
Origin, Vulcan Aerospace and SpaceX.

The region is home to a highly diverse Information & 
Communication Technology industry. This includes businesses 
in traditional software publishing, computer services, interactive 
media and others. Regional software companies like Microsoft, 
the world’s largest software company, and Amazon, the world’s 
largest retailer, form this industry cluster’s backbone.

Regional businesses and institutions are advancing the future 
of work through innovations in artificial intelligence and cloud 
computing. New platforms, such as Microsoft’s Azure and 
Amazon’s AWS, are making global companies faster and more 
productive while limiting capital expenses.

Featured Industry 
Clusters 
Aerospace

Information and 
Communication Technology
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The region has leveraged its proximity to Asia, Alaska and 
Canada into a thriving Maritime industry, across boat building 
and repair, fishing and fishing products, and water passenger 
and cargo transportation. Communities, ports and other partners 
are planning for the future of the region’s maritime industry. 
In 2019, Washington Maritime Blue published a strategy for 
the Blue Economy in Washington state, finding that the global 
ocean economy is expected to double by 2030 to $3 trillion. This 
strategy helps guide the development of the Maritime economy 
in the region by establishing goals for a thriving low-carbon 
industry and global innovation, by growing trade gateways, by 
developing the maritime workforce and by strengthening cluster 
coordination.

The region plays host to a thriving Life Sciences & Global Health 
industry that is advancing health in communities across the 
globe. Regional businesses and organizations are pushing 
advancements in biotechnology, diagnostics, bio-agriculture, 
veterinary medicine, biofuels, medical devices, research and 
digital health/health IT. Several major universities and research 
organizations anchor this industry sector and have created 
an ecosystem for cross-sector collaboration and start-ups. 
These include Washington State University, the University of 
Washington, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, the Allen 
Institute for Brain Science and the Infectious Disease Research 
Institute.

Maritime

Life Sciences and Global Health
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The region is home to thriving businesses on the leading edge 
of clean technology developments. Washington state has set 
a goal of having a 100% non-carbon emitting energy portfolio 
by 2045. As of 2018, 69% of Washington’s energy came from 
hydroelectric sources, with natural gas, wind, biomass and 
nuclear rounding out the state’s clean energy portfolio. Clean 
Technology is making inroads across several significant industry 
sectors in the region. Transportation & Logistics industries are 
reducing carbon emissions by transitioning to all-electric or 
hybrid fleets. The Aerospace industry is on the leading edge of 
researching sustainable aviation technologies such as electric 
aircrafts and hydrogen fuels. Information & Communication 
Technology businesses are developing energy efficient data 
processing models. The manufacturing sector produces solar 
panels, batteries and other clean materials. Innovative wood 
product companies are developing woody biomass as a 
sustainable energy source and new building technologies such 
as cross-laminated timber. Washington Maritime Blue has made 
a thriving, low-carbon industry one of the five strategic goals for 
its Blue Economy strategy. This goal includes strategies such as 
ferry electrification, charging infrastructure, emissions tracking 
and infrastructure planning.

Military installations in the region play a critical role in national 
defense while providing significant economic benefits to the 
region. The central Puget Sound region hosts several major 
military facilities, including Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Naval 
Base Kitsap and Naval Station Everett. In addition, the industry 
supports myriad private defense contractors and subcontractors, 
bolstering the regional Maritime and Aerospace industries. 

Clean Technology

Military and Defense



Profiles and 
Requirements
to Apply

Who is invited to apply? 
• Ministers and Vice Ministers;

• Ambassadors / Diplomatic Officials or High-Level Representatives;

• Mayors and Secretaries of Economy;

• Top Trade & Investment Officials;

• CEOs or High-Level Private Sector Representatives;

• Presidents/Vice-Presidents of Chambers of Commerce;

• Presidents/Vice-Presidents of Universities;

• Academics and Researchers;

• Directors of Innovation and Entrepreneurship;

• Entrepreneurs;

• International Officials;

• Economic Development Leaders at the National and Local Level.
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Requirements to apply:  
• Have a professional and academic background that facilitates inter- and intra-country 
development, such as foreign direct investment, trade, exports, business, supply chain 
linkages, shared technology, etc;

• Be able to allocate resources, propose, and adopt critical policies, and possess the necessary 
connections to make identified priorities and actions possible within their country and in 
collaboration with other countries;

• English fluency. All activities of ACE Seattle will be carried out in English;

• Have a valid visa (if necessary) to enter the United States and to be able to provide a copy of the 
visa, the passport, and other information required to complete the ACE travel procedures;

• Ability to participate in the entire ACE Seattle program. Partial participation is not allowed;

• Ability to cover the cost of airfare and hotel accommodation. This is an essential point of 
consideration for the ACE Selection Committee. Limited financial support is available for 
specific requests presented to the ACE Committee for consideration;

• Provide proof of health insurance coverage for the duration of the program.

Former participants are encouraged to apply to join ACE in Seattle. To be eligible to participate, 
ACE leaders need to demonstrate concrete results of  their past participation(s) and have answered 
ACE prior survey consultations. The program strives for geographical, sectorial, and gender balance 
when possible. Applications from underrepresented and diverse groups are encouraged.

Early bird applications will receive 
early decision consideration!
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Logistics 
and Budget
• Local transportation throughout the program from site to site in the Greater Seattle Region;

• VIP access to sites and experts;

• Meals during the official program hours;

• Preferential rates at the ACE selected hotels in Seattle;

• Access, advisory support, and facilitators from the U.S. Government, the Departments of 
Commerce and State, other U.S. entities, Washington State and Seattle region’s Governments 
and stakeholder institutions, and from authorities and officials from the Organization of 
American States.

• Booking and paying for their airfare arriving and departing from Seattle;
 
• Booking and covering the cost of their hotel accommodations for the duration of the program 
in the ACE selected hotels;

• Arranging their transportation airport-hotel-airport; and

• Covering the remaining cost of meals outside of the program and other miscellaneous items.

The Program Organizers will provide the following 
to selected participants at no cost:

Selected participants will be responsible for:

Visa and More  
Information for entering the U.S.
Please refer to the following link to review information on how to obtain a visa  
to enter the United States.
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit.html 13

Application 

Guide



Process and
Selection 
Criteria
The selection process will take place as follows:

• Open Call for Applications         January 23, 2023

• Deadline to Apply           March 3, 2023

• Acceptance letters sent to the first pool of accepted candidates   On a rolling basis

• Acceptance letters sent to the second pool of accepted candidates   On a rolling basis

• Acceptance letters sent to the third pool of accepted candidate   On a rolling basis 
   (if space available) 

Important Notice: 
Official letters will only be sent to accepted participants. The RIAC/ACE Coordinating Committee shall consider the 
following criteria for selecting participants, in no special order: 

• Diplomatic Rank/Diplomatic protocol;
• Public, private, and academic sector senior leadership;
• Prior ACE hosts and participants who have shown ACE-related results, including in the Americas     
  Competitiveness  Forum (ACF) and the Group of Experts on Subnational Competitiveness (GTECS);
• Diversity: geographical, sectoral, gender balance, and inclusion of underrepresented population;
• Ability to cover the cost of their participation;
• Top entrepreneurs and innovators; 
• Ability to create long-term economic connections;
• Economic development system representatives.

Kindly note that if a candidate is accepted into the program and he/she is unable to attend, the  
selected candidate cannot independently select an alternative candidate. 
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Find ACE 
Online

Apply Now!

www.linkedin.com/company/the-americas-competitiveness-exchange-ace

www.twitter.com/riacnetorg   www.facebook.com/riacnetorg

www.flickr.com/photos/89835551@N02/sets

www.youtube.com/user/riacnetorg/videos

http://riacevents.org/ACE/seattle/ 

Please reach out to the ACE Committee by contacting Ms. Adriana Bonilla, the ACE 
Program Coordinator at the Organization of American States, abonilla@oas.org 

Contact Us 
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