
ACE SEATTLE PARTICIPANTS LIST

Ambassador H.E. Francisco O. Mora
Ambassador, Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of the United States to the Organization of American States /Department of State

Government of the United States

The Honorable Alejandra Castillo
Assistant Secretary for Economic Development

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

Department of Commerce

Government of the United States

The Honorable Nestor Mendez
Assistant Secretary General

Organization of American States

The Honorable Dilawar Syed
Special Representative for Commercial and Business Affairs

U.S. Department of State

Dennis Alvord
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Economic Development

and Chief Operating Officer

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

U.S. Department of Commerce

Craig Buerstatte
Deputy Assistant Secretary

and Chief Operating Officer for Regional Affairs

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

U.S. Department of Commerce

Sheba Person Whitley
Seattle Regional Director - Seattle Office

Economic Development Administration (EDA)

U.S. Department of Commerce

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES MEMBER STATES PARTICIPANTS

ARGENTINA
Virginia Avila (ACE Ambassador)

Deputy Secretary of Foreign Affairs

Government of Tucuman

Victor Di Rienzo
Under Secretary of Systems and Connectivity

Municipality of Córdoba

BARBADOS
The Honorable Sandra V. Cheryl Husbands
Minister of State in Foreign Trade and Business Development

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

Government of Barbados

Misha Lobban Clarke
Executive Director

Barbados Chamber of Commerce and Industry

BELIZE
Dr. Leroy George Almendarez
Executive Director

Belize Trade and Investment Development (Beltraide)

Belize

BRAZIL
Dr. Celio Costa Vaz (ACE Ambassador)

CEO

Orbital Engenharia S.A.

Alan Senra
Strategic Advisor for Green Investments

Government of the State of Minas Gerais

CANADA
Diane Gray
President

Prairies Economic Development Canada (PrairiesCan)

Government of Canada

Michele Evans
Assistant Deputy Minister

Prairies Economic Development Canada (PrairiesCan)

Government of Canada

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



CHILE
Pelayo Covarrubias
President, Pais Digital Foundation

Director, University del Desarrollo

COLOMBIA
Juan Carlos González
Vice President for Competitiveness

Chamber of Commerce of Bogota

Tatiana León
Entrepreneurship and Open Innovation Director

Connect Bogotá

COSTA RICA
Jorge Ocampo
Executive President

Institute for the Promotion and Municipality Advisory (IFAM)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Laura Del Castillo
Technical Director

National Competitiveness Council

David Abreu
Director of Industrial Development

Ministry of Industry, Trade, and SMEs

ECUADOR

Ambassador H.E. Mauricio Montalvo

Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the OAS

Government of Ecuador

Ernesto Kruger
CEO (Serial entrepreneur)

Kruger Corp

Pedro Meneses
CEO

Aerialoop

GUATEMALA

Francisca Cárdenas
Vice Minister of Investment and Competences

Government of Guatemala

Natalia Samayoa
Trade Commissioner

Consulate General of Guatemala in Miami

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



Diego Meneses
Commercial Counselor of Guatemala in Los Angeles

Government of Guatemala

María Nichols
Director

Business Chamber of Trade and Services (Cecoms/Cafif)

HAITI

Lescarmel Durand
Program Lead Manager

Centre d’Entrepreneurship et Leadership

JAMAICA

Ambassador H.E. Audrey Marks
Ambassador of Jamaica to the United States

Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the OAS

MEXICO

Carla Bustillos
Under Secretary of Trade and Investment

State of Tabasco

Betsabé Rocha
Secretary of Economic Development

Municipality of Monterrey

Capt. Ana Laura López Bautista
General Coordinator

General Coordination of Ports and Merchant Marine

Secretary of the Navy

Enrique González
Director General of Industry, Foreign Investment and Commerce

Government of the State of Mexico

Regina Gándara
Executive Director

Mexican Business Council

Juan Ostolaza
CEO

Center of Competitiveness in Mexico

David Fortoul
Director of Economic Affairs and Innovation for North America

Secretariat of Foreign Affairs

Government of Mexico

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



José Alonso Huerta
CEO

Aracnia

Alejandro Juraidini
Institutional Relations Director

Bitso

PANAMA

The Honorable Yill Otero
Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs and Cooperation

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Government of Panama

Ethazel Gómez
Head of Planning

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Government of Panama

SAINT LUCIA

The Honorable Emma Hippolyte
Minister

Ministry of Commerce, Manufacturing, Business Development,

Cooperatives and Consumer Affairs

Government of Saint Lucia

Sophia Michelle Alfay-Henry
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Commerce, Manufacturing, Business Development,

Cooperatives and Consumer Affairs

Government of Saint Lucia

UNITED STATES

Joe McKinney
Executive Director

National Association of Development Organizations

Danielle Casey
President & CEO

Albuquerque Regional Economic Alliance

Kris Khalil (ACE Ambassador)

Executive Director

New Orleans BioInnovation Center

Dr. Cynthia Warrick
President

Stillman College

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



Dr. Jay Walsh
Vice President for Economic Development and Innovation

University of Illinois

Leandra Hayes-Burgess
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Benedict College

Bob Metzger
Strategic Engagement Director

Michigan Economic Development Corporation

Sarah Tennant
Senior Sector Development Director and Cyber Advisor

Michigan Economic Development Corporation

Lauro Arias
Assistant Director

Office of Trade and Investment

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

URUGUAY

Federico Penino
Director of Budget Planning

Government of Montevideo

Enrique Topolansky
Director of Innovation and Entrepreneurship

ORT University

OAS PERMANENT OBSERVERS - PARTICIPANTS

GERMANY

Dr. Ole Janssen (ACE Ambassador)

Deputy Director General

Innovation and Technology Policy

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action

Dr. Bastian Alm
Head of Division, Regional Economic and Structural Policy

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action

ARMENIA

Ambassador Lilit Makunts
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Armenia to the United States

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



Artur Grigoryan
Deputy Chief of Mission

Embassy of Armenia to the United States

NORWAY

Ken Huste
Senior Advisor/ Maritime Sector Lead

Innovation Norway

Government of Norway

MULTILATERAL ORGANIZATIONS, COMPANIES AND NGOs - PARTICIPANTS

Nathan Ohle
President & CEO

International Economic Development Council

Joe Kapp
Special Advisor to the President

International Economic Development Council

Bernie Fructuoso
Senior Director of Finance and Risk

Pan American Development Foundation

Sowmya Krishnamoorthy
Director of Partnerships and Sustainable Finance

Pan American Development Foundation

David Cabrera
Executive Director

Center for SMEs Regional Promotion (Cenpromype)

Central American Integration System (SICA)

Sofia Potes
Research and Public Policy Manager

United States Mexico Foundation

Government of the United States

Dr. Barrett Haga
Senior Engagement Administrator
Economic Development Administration (EDA)
U.S. Department of Commerce

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador



Julianna Aynes-Neville
Development Counselor

Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS /

U.S. Department of State

Organization of American States

César Parga
Chief, Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology
Inter-American Competitiveness Network Technical Secretariat
Department of Economic Development
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Adriana Bonilla
Program Coordinator, Americas Competitiveness Exchange
Inter-American Competitiveness Network Technical Secretariat
Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology
Department of Economic Development
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Carla M. Sorani Hluchan
Chief
Support, Evaluation and Management Oversight
Organization of American States

Aryanne Quintal
Specialist
Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and Technology
Organization of American States

Zytha Kock
Senior Economic Development Associate
International Economic Development Council
To support and oversee the signing of the
IEDC-OAS Cooperation Agreement

Mary Owen-Thomas (she/her)
Regional Public Affairs Specialist
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Alexander Hackett
Confidential Assistant
Office of the Assistant Secretary
U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration

Toby Nelson
Public Affairs Specialist
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Richard Berndt
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Area Director
Seattle Region Office
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Derek Ulehla
Economic Development Specialist
Seattle Region Office
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Laura Ives
Economic Development Representative
Seattle Region Office
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Juan Sebastián Fonseca
ACE Web and Multimedia Designer
Americas Competitiveness Exchange
Organization of American States

To check on other staff who joined ACE Seattle at some events of the agenda, kindly check on the ACE
Seattle Information Center:

http://riacevents.org/ACE/seattle/participants-ace-seattle/

STAY TUNED for UPDATES about the #ACXchange at the ACE LinkedIn Profile Page:

www.linkedin.com/company/the-americas-competitiveness-exchange-ace

https://riacevents.org/ACE/ecuador

https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fnam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com.mcas.ms%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Friacevents.org%252FACE%252Fseattle%252Fparticipants-ace-seattle%252F%26data%3D05%257C01%257CABonilla%2540oas.org%257C020717c7cb314b11522708db50df9577%257C4fdc3f2315064175958c37999cee0941%257C0%257C0%257C638192693459273834%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3DlWDTF9fRTntBD6zHllQrKhvZE2WLhwqPnm9%252FGv1WDAQ%253D%26reserved%3D0%26McasTsid%3D20893&McasCSRF=f8b7a60c2d8804bad3ca1bac6afdc05faa062f3b41e4284b23e807d28b51a25b
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-americas-competitiveness-exchange-ace

