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DEAR APPLICANT, 
 

“Together, We WILL.” 

 

The Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) is going to Colorado; where nature meets high tech to 

spark innovation! With over 300 days of sunshine each year and entrepreneurial activity around every 

corner, Colorado is sure to be an outstanding host State of the ACE in its 13th ACE Edition.  

 

The ACE Committee has determined that ACE Colorado will be held in person from August 1-6, 

2021.  However, in light of the significant challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic in the Western 

Hemisphere, the ACE Committee will give priority to applicants based in the United States, including 

diplomatic and trade missions, innovation offices, and partners from the Organization of American States 

(OAS), OAS Permanent Observers, and from the United States. The ACE Committee made this difficult 

decision based on vaccine availability, current U.S. State Department travel restrictions, U.S. federal, state, 

and local guidelines, including CDC considerations for events and gatherings, and safety precautions for 

participants, host communities, and organizers. 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic  has and continues to affect societies and economies at every level.  Inclusive and 

sustainable economic recovery strategies and actions are  necessary to overcome these challenges and 

ensure that no one is left behind in this effort.  As the premier economic development, innovation, and 

entrepreneurial network of the Americas, the ACE Program offers an excellent opportunity to exchange 

knowledge and boost collaboration opportunities with regional and global partners to advance recovery 

efforts and effectively relaunch our economies. 

 

During ACE Colorado, selected participants will be able to learn first-hand about Colorado’s innovation-

driven, dynamic, and diverse business-friendly economy and unparalleled work-life balance, world-class 

research and development facilities, as well as global access to collaboration and investment opportunities. 

 

Top decision-makers from the public, private, and academic sectors, as well as NGOs will learn from 

Colorado’s successful models and strategies to advance business development, trade, investment, and 

partnership opportunities.  Colorado ranks first in the United States for employment, with an invigorated 

workforce and business-friendly environment characteristics which make this state a valuable case study 

as we move towards economic recovery.  Most importantly, you will see how Colorado and how the United 

States is recovering from the pandemic. 

  

ACE is an outstanding opportunity to Re-Launch our economies.  Over 30 sites in Colorado from Denver, 

El Paso County, and Jefferson County will present outstanding opportunities for economic collaboration. 

Participants will move by bus from city to city and site to site, taking in the unique environments that 

Colorado has to offer.  Colorado will also showcase innovative solutions to some of the world’s challenging 

health problems, disaster recovery and resiliency, new advancements in energy, innovations in 

sustainability, and the science behind the next generation of spacecraft.   

 

http://www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/perm_observers/countries.asp
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ACE serves as a regional platform to boost international and regional partnerships, increase trade and 

investment, strengthen innovation and competitiveness, and foster inclusive economic development in the 

Americas and other regions.  It is a flagship program of the OAS that successfully connects decision-makers 

from the Americas and beyond and serves as a catalyst for economic development initiatives.  

 

This globally recognized program is convened by the ACE Committee composed of the U.S. Department 

of Commerce, the U.S. Department of State, and the OAS as the Inter-American Competitiveness Network 

(RIAC) Technical Secretariat. 

 

The ACE Committee welcomes applications from public, private, and academic sector leaders, and 

entrepreneurs.  The program strives for geographical, sectorial and gender balance, when possible.  

Applications from underrepresented, diverse groups are highly encouraged. 

 

Apply today to the #ACXchange, or please share this importunity with those that could be a good fit!  

 

Applications will be open until Monday, June 28, 2021.  
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1. THE AMERICAS COMPETITIVENESS 

EXCHANGE (ACE) #ACXchange  
 

The Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) brings together senior-level government, 

business, policy, and economic decision-makers from across the Americas and beyond to 

experience first-hand the diverse range of projects, strategic investments, public-private 

partnerships, and best practices from a particular region’s economic, innovation and 

entrepreneurship ecosystem.  Through knowledge-sharing, accelerating partnerships, and 

strengthening projects, the ACE program is committed to improving economic development, 

innovation, entrepreneurship ecosystems, and competitiveness performance in the Americas and 

other regions. 

 

The selected VIP leaders will travel by bus through different cities for a week to visit top innovation 

hubs, advanced research and technology centers, cutting-edge companies and business 

development organizations, as well as leading academic institutions.  Each ACE visit offers a 

unique opportunity to explore local and regional economic development models, share 

experiences and knowledge, and build networks among the local and visiting stakeholders. 

 

This immersive program includes hands-on demonstrations of next-generation technology, 

presentations and interactive discussions, behind the scenes tours, and VIP networking events to 

create multidirectional collaboration channels designed for participants to explore mutually 

beneficial partnerships, investment opportunities, and the exchange of best practices on innovation 

and entrepreneurship between the hosts and fellow ACE leaders. 

 

http://riacevents.org/ACE/
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ACE has been held twelve times throughout different regions since 2014, including seven in the 

United States, one in Canada, three in Latin America (Mexico, Argentina, and Chile), as well as 

one Special Edition hosted jointly by Germany and Israel. 

 

 

ACE is Leading Change! 

 

More than 10,000 authorities/officials and experts have engaged in ACE since its inception in 

2014, including the globally selected, high-level delegates who have participated and benefited 

from it. 

 

The program has resulted in more than 2,000 collaboration opportunities, strategic alliances, and 

new projects. Global impact programs that have emerged as a result of the ACE program include 

the following: 

 

✔ The creation of new advanced textile jobs in North Carolina, United States, by drawing 

attention to the Conover Global Textile Research Center creating new investment 

opportunities; 

 

✔ The incorporation of Aerospacefy LLC in Puerto Rico, an aerospace company subsidiary to 

the Brazilian company Orbital Engenharia S.A. after ACE Puerto Rico.  
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✔ The development of a strategic plan for the Logistics Sector of the State of Hidalgo, 

Mexico, through a collaboration with the Georgia Institute of Technology; 

 

✔ The creation of new jobs in Wisconsin, United States, through the establishment of new 

trade networks with Argentina and Mexico; 

 

✔ The consolidation of a $10M research and development program to support innovation 

ventures between Brazil and Israel; 

 

✔ The installation of The Ithaka Center of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the Catholic 

University of Uruguay (UCU); 

 

✔ A compatible cluster map of the United States, Canada, and Mexico, to better inform 

policymakers; 

 

✔ The implementation of a “Seed Capital for Biotechnological Entrepreneurs” project by the 

National Agency for Research and Innovation of Uruguay, based on U.S. models and 

Economic Development Administration programs; 

 

✔ The Launch of Haiti’s first Incubator Center for Technological Innovation (ALPHA Haiti) 

modeled after U.S. and Mexico incubators and supported by ACE leaders;  

 

✔ The establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding between Argentina and Germany 

for joint funding of research and development projects for Small and Medium-Sized 

Enterprises (SMEs); 

 

✔ The establishment of 12 entrepreneurship clubs in Haiti’s high schools inspired by the 

Flagler County School District model from Florida, United States. 
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2. ACE Colorado 
 

The upcoming ACE will take place in person 

from August 1 to 6, 2021, in the City and 

County of Denver, Jefferson County, and in El 

Paso County, Colorado. 

 

TARGET CLUSTERS 

Sites on tour will feature the following targeted 

themes and sectors: 

- Economic Planning and Stability 

- The “Experience” Economy 

- Business Creation and Development 

- Bio-economy  

- Smart Cities  

- Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation 

- Security Innovation, including Cyber Security 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The ACE general objectives are as follows: 

● Promoting long-term multilateral commercial, trade, and investment partnerships; 

● Identifying and sharing best practices in economic development, including public-

private partnerships, building local assets that grow businesses, cluster 

development, promoting entrepreneurship, and coordinating regional economic 

development strategies; 

● Stimulating capital investment and job creation in the region; 

● Fostering an environment for innovative companies to startup and expand; 

● Bringing together universities, industries, and governments to solve complex, multi-

sectoral challenges that  business could not address on their own;  

● Facilitating commerce and trade; 

● Promoting economic resiliency; and, 

● Enhancing opportunities for underrepresented populations 

 



 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

Some of the specific objectives of ACE Colorado are to: 

● Showcase examples of practical innovation and entrepreneurship-related initiatives 

in Colorado;   

● Familiarize participants with the business-friendly environment in Colorado to 

stimulate more significant multilateral trade and investment opportunities; 

● Enhance access to capital and debt financing for small companies and stimulate 

private investment;  

● Actively promote collaborative relationships with and among participants to forge 

new partnerships and create new projects or joint-initiatives; 

● Promote academic exchange, peer-to-peer learning,  joint research, and public-

private partnerships with Colorado’s numerous educational institutions and national 

research labs 

 

ACE COLORADO PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

Denver 

Denver is the capital of Colorado and the most populous municipality of the State of Colorado. 

Known as the “Mile High City” due to its elevation being one mile above sea level, Denver has 

been recognized as a “Beta-World City” by the Globalization and World Cities Research 

Network.  Denver is the fastest growing city of the 50 largest U.S. cities (2018, Wallethub),the 

second-best place to live (2019, U.S. News & World Report) and is the fourth-best place for 

business and careers (2018, Forbes). 

 

Denver is the core of a future-focused metro region marked by partnerships in innovation across 

industry, academia, and the public sector.  Collaboration and inclusion are at the center of 

Denver’s continued success.  New technologies borne out of innovation-driven public-private 

partnerships create opportunities for all residents to be part of the increasingly skill-driven 

economy and help support businesses of all sizes.  

 

Among the sites ACE Colorado will visit in Denver are notable settings such as the historic 

Denver Botanic Gardens as well as Denver International Airport, University of Colorado 

Anschutz Medical Campus, the National Western Center and our innovation hub The Commons 

on Champa.  
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ACE Colorado will open with a welcoming reception on the gorgeous grounds of the Denver 

Botanic Gardens.  ACE delegates will get a chance to enjoy the beautiful sights of the 23-acre 

park, that comprises a conservatory, a variety of themed gardens and a sunken amphitheater, 

which hosts various concerts in the summer, while networking with global and community 

leadership.  Through establishing and expanding awareness of plants and nature, the Gardens 

seeks to educate, entertain and even transform the way people think about and engage with the 

environment – a vital aspect to Denver’s progressive lead on environmental and sustainable 

efforts.  

 

Throughout the two-days in Denver, ACE participants will learn about the city’s entrepreneurial 

ecosystem, visit the state’s largest economic engine – Denver International Airport, experience 

how academia and innovation intersect to foster medical transformation and breakthroughs at 

the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, and tour the National Western Center – 

an urban hub for food and agricultural innovation, that addresses global challenges. 

 

 
Denver International Airport (DEN) is the 19th-

busiest airport in the world and the fifth-busiest in 

the U.S.  With close to 65 million passengers 

traveling through the airport in 2018, DEN is one 

of the busiest airline hubs in the world’s largest 

aviation market.  DEN is the primary economic 

engine for the state of Colorado, generating more than $26 billion for the region annually.   

Delegates will meet with leaders from the executive team, learn about how the airport 

participates in local economic development efforts and understand the opportunity to leverage 

the vast amount of land to build out commercial districts.  This visit will showcase investment 

opportunities, professional development by sharing best practices, and demonstrate how an 

airport can contribute to the vitality of an economy.  DEN is looking to expand connections and 

business opportunities with the Western Hemisphere and beyond.  
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University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 

is the largest academic health center in the Rocky 

Mountain region, and a world-class medical 

destination at the forefront of transformative 

education, science, medicine, and healthcare. 

Located on a former army campus, delegates will 

get a comprehensive tour of the facility, meet and 

converse with leading experts from different 

medical disciplines, and learn about existing 

partnerships with countries in the Western Hemisphere as well as uncover opportunities for 

future collaborations in research, technology transfer and other areas of the health science 

sector. 

 

The National Western Center is a reimagined 

master-planned campus that will be a vibrant, 

dynamic and accessible educational and 

entertainment environment that celebrates 

Colorado’s western heritage and solves global 

issues through research and collaboration.  It is a 

shared vision between founding partners from the 

City and County of Denver, Colorado State University, the Western Stock Show Association, the 

Museum of Nature and Science, and History Colorado.  These organizations, combined with 

input from local community members, made this vision a reality.  Delegates will hear from the 

lead organizations about how collaboration brought this project to life and will learn about 

opportunities for their respective communities to tap into this resource on food, water, and 

sustainability issues.  

 

 

El Paso County 

Formed in 1859 and designated as one of Colorado’s original 17 counties in 1861, El Paso 

County is now the most populous county in the state of Colorado and home to eight cities and 

towns; five major military installations including the United States Air Force Academy, Cheyenne 

Mountain Air Force Base, Peterson Air Force Base, Schriever Air Force Base, and Fort Carson 

Army Base; the Garden of the Gods park; and America’s Mountain, Pikes Peak.  The natural 

physical beauty of the area, encompassing uninterrupted views of Pikes Peak and the Front 
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Range, inspired Katharine Lee Bates to write the poem “America the Beautiful” after her visit 

here. 

 

El Paso County features multiple 

outdoor recreation opportunities, 

promotion of physical well-being and 

active lifestyles, and a strong military 

presence.  El Paso County is a 

prime example of how to build a 

community around nature, tourism, 

job creation, and innovation.  With 

300 days of sunshine each year, 

more than 55 natural and man-made 

attractions, and 156 state, county, 

and city parks, it is no wonder that more than 5.2 million tourists visit this region each year.  Add 

in a lower than the national average unemployment rate and higher than the national average 

job market increase, and you find a region where residents can find the best of both worlds 

between substantial employment opportunities and recreation; creating a healthy and thriving 

work-life balance.  Despite the devastating economic disruption caused the COVID-19 

pandemic, El Paso County’s unique economic eco-system of strong government and military 

presence, resilient private and nonprofit business community, and commitment to community 

development has positioned the region for a quick and sustainable recovery.. 

Serving as the county seat Colorado Springs is the second-most populous municipality in the 

state of Colorado.  Highlighted as the #1 most desirable place to live, #1 fastest growing city for 

millennials and #4 business-friendly city in the United States by sources such as U.S. News & 

World Report, Brooking’s Institution and Thumbtack, Colorado Springs is experiencing rapid 

growth in the information technology, cybersecurity, aerospace and defense, sports and outdoor 

recreation, healthcare, and finance and business services industries. 

While in El Paso County, participants will hear from and interact with cross-sector leaders who 

are working on innovation and entrepreneurship collaborations within the public, private, and 

nonprofit sectors.  The program of events will highlight the synergetic relationship between 

industry and military bases, lessons learned and innovative practices implemented after the 

destruction of the Waldo Canyon and Black Forest fires, and the COVID-19 response and 

recovery, and the public-private partnership that led to the creation of the National Cybersecurity 



 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

Center.  From the burgeoning sports medicine economy, economic impacts of the Olympic City 

USA branding efforts, and the merging 

of hospitality with outdoor recreation to 

create a one-of-a-kind experience 

economy, El Paso County offers 

multiple opportunities for international 

partnership through import/export 

capabilities, research collaborations, 

and the ability to provide economic 

incentives and networking resources for 

companies seeking to locate within this 

region.  Key stops, panels, and presentations during ACE Colorado include the United States 

Air Force Academy, Garden of the Gods Park, National Cybersecurity Center, Cottonwood 

Center for the Arts, University of Colorado – Colorado Springs, United States Olympic and 

Paralympic Museum, Qualtek/Milestones for Growth, Garden of the Gods Resort and Club, and 

the Broadmoor Resort. 

 

Known as “Olympic City USA,” Colorado Springs is at the heart of the United States’ Olympic 

movement and the epicenter of an extensive sports industry.  In 1978, the United States 

Olympic Committee, now the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, moved its 

headquarters from New York City to Colorado Springs.  Along with the Committee, the largest of 

three official United States Olympic and Paralympic Training Centers and 24 national governing 

bodies of sport reside within the City of Colorado Springs.  

Continuing in the Olympic spirit, in 2018, Colorado Springs debuted the United States Olympic 

and Paralympic Museum, scheduled for a grand opening in the spring of 2020, all of which will 

be opened up on ACE for VIP access.  

 

The Air Force Academy is both a 

military organization and a 

university.  Much of the Academy is 

set up like most other Air Force 

bases, particularly the 10th Air Base 

Wing, but the superintendent, 

commandant, dean of faculty and 
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cadet wing are set up in a manner resembling a civilian university.  The Superintendent is the 

Academy’s commanding officer and is responsible for the Academy’s regimen of military 

training, academics, athletic and character development programs. 

 

Jefferson County 

Jefferson County offers a diversified geographical setting, from urban to rural lifestyles to 

thriving mountain communities.  Serving as an epicenter for aerospace, aviation, beverage 

production, bioscience, energy, and outdoor recreation Jefferson County is the gateway to the 

famous Colorado Rockies.  The county is a premier business location and provides access to 

the labor market that boasts the third-highest concentration of high-tech workers in the United 

States.  The county’s prominent role as a high-tech leader is greatly enhanced by the presence 

of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the Colorado School of Mines.  

 

During ACE Colorado participants will experience premiere education operations, advanced 

practices, and cutting edge technology at sites that include NREL, Colorado School of Mines, 

Lockheed Martin, Pilatus Aircraft, Terumo BCT, and Lockeed Martin. 

 

At Colorado School of Mines, participants will explore opportunities for collaboration, joint 

research, and sharing of best practices as they engage with thought leaders  conducting 

education and research in engineering and science to solve the world’s challenges related to 

the earth, energy, and the environment.  Experience a showcase of inventions created by young 

entrepreneurs who are addressing challenges through innovation. 

 

Colorado is home to a vibrant and 

growing cluster of research 

institutions, renowned scientists, 

and more than 1,700 bioscience-

related companies that are 

developing breakthroughs in life-

saving drugs and devices. NREL is the nation’s premier federal laboratory dedicated to 

research, development, commercialization, and deployment of renewable energy and energy 

efficiency technologies.  From breakthroughs in fundamental science to new clean technologies 

and integrated energy systems that power our lives, NREL leaders will share solutions to 

today’s energy challenges and opportunities for collaboration and partnerships.  
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3. PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS & 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

WHO IS INVITED TO APPLY? 

In light of the significant challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic in the Western 

Hemisphere, the ACE Committee will give priority to applicants based in the United 

States,  including diplomatic and trade missions, innovation offices, and partners from the 

United States, OAS Member States and OAS Permanent Observers.   

- Ambassadors / Diplomat-rank officials, and High-Level Representatives 

- Trade & Investment Officers  

- CEOs or High-Level Private Sector Representatives 

- Academics and Researchers 

- Directors of Innovation 

- Economic Development Leaders 

- International Officials (multilateral organizations) 

- Top Entrepreneurs 

 

The ACE program strives for diverse representation from the public, private, and 

academic sectors and aims for geographical, sectoral, and gender balance 

amongst its participants, when possible.  

 

 

WHAT ARE THE  PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS? 

 

● Have a professional and academic background that facilitates inter- and intra-country 

development such as foreign direct investment, trade, exports, supply chain linkages, 

shared technology, etc.   

 

● Be able to allocate resources, propose and adopt critical policies, and possess the 

necessary connections to make identified priorities and actions possible within their country 

and in collaboration with other countries. 

● English fluency.  All activities of ACE Colorado will be carried out only in English. 
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● Have a valid visa (if necessary) to enter the United States and be able to provide visa, 

passport, photo, and other necessary information to complete travel procedures. 

 

● Ability to participate in the entire week-long ACE program. Partial participation is not 

allowed.  

 

● Ability to cover the cost of airfare and hotel accommodation is an essential point of 

consideration for the ACE Selection Committee.  Limited financial support is available for 

specific requests presented to the ACE Committee for consideration.  

 

● Health insurance coverage for the duration of the program is required. 

 

 

Once your application is received, the ACE Committee reserves the right to reach out to the 

applicant to clarify information pertaining the application processes. 

 

Deadline to apply: Monday, June 28, 2021 

***Early bird applications will be given priority consideration 

 

 

4. LOGISTICS & ESTIMATED BUDGET  
 

REGISTRATION  

The Organizing Committee offers the ACE program to the participating countries with no registration 

or participation fee. 

 

If chosen, candidates will have a maximum of one week to confirm their participation by signing the 

official Commitment to Attend form.  Proof of airfare tickets and reservations at the ACE selected 

hotels will need to be submitted.  Those who do not confirm and provide the requested 

documentation promptly could lose their spot in the program.  
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ESTIMATED BUDGET  

The Program Organizers will provide the following to selected participants at no 

cost: 

● Local transportation by bus for the duration of the program from site to site and 

city to city; 

● VIP access to sites, authorities, and experts throughout the week; 

● Most meals during the official hours of ACE; 

● Preferential rates at the ACE selected hotels; 

● Access, advisory support, and facilitators from the U.S. Government and the 

OAS. 

 

Selected participants will be responsible for: 

● Booking and paying for their airfare (flight round-trip); 

● Booking and covering the cost of their hotel accommodations for the duration of 

the program; 

● Arranging their transportation airport-hotel-airport; and 

● Covering the remaining costs of meals outside of the program and other 

miscellaneous items, as considered pertinent.  

 

 

5. SELECTION PROCESS & CRITERIA 
 

OPEN CALL FOR APPLICATIONS June 11, 2021 

DEADLINE TO APPLY June 28, 2021 

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE FIRST POOL 

OF ACCEPTED CANDIDATES 

 

Rolling 
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ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE SECOND 

POOL OF ACCEPTED CANDIDATES  

Rolling 

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO THE THIRD POOL 

OF ACCEPTED CANDIDATES (If space available)  

Rolling 

OFFICIAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS WILL BE PUBLISHED July 21, 2021 

 

Important notice:  

Official letters will only be sent to accepted participants.  

Kindly note that if a candidate is accepted into the program and he/she is unable to attend, the 

selected candidate cannot independently select an alternative candidate.  The nomination is NOT 

transferable.  

 

 7. WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA 

INFORMATION 

                    

WEBSITE 

 

 

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/     

#ACXchange 

 www.twitter.com/riacnetorg  

 
www.facebook.com/RIACnet 

 ww.flickr.com/photos/89835551@N02/sets 

 
www.youtube.com/user/riacnetorg/videos 

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/
http://www.twitter.com/riacnetorg
http://www.youtube.com/user/riacnetorg/videos
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8. CONTACT INFORMATION 

The contact officials are the following: 

ADRIANA BONILLA 

ACE Program Coordinator 

Technical Secretariat 

Inter-American Competitiveness Network 
Organization of American States (OAS)  

  abonilla@oas.org 

CRISTINA NARVAEZ 

ACE Program Consultant 

Technical Secretariat 

Inter-American Competitiveness Network 

Organization of American States (OAS)  

  cnarvaez@oas.org; riac@oas.org 
 

 

 

mailto:abonilla@oas.org
mailto:cnarvaez@oas.org

