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1. SUMMARY 

 
On July 29 to 31, 2014, the Group of Experts on Subnational Competitiveness of the 
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) met at the Catholic University of 
Uruguay (Universidad Católica del Uruguay), in Montevideo, Uruguay, to exchange on 
challenges and opportunities for economic growth of cities, states and provinces of the 
LAC Region. The Meeting was organized by the Institute for Competitiveness of the 
Catholic University of Uruguay, in collaboration with the Organization of American 
States and with the financial support of the Government of Canada. In total, 43 
representatives from 13 countries (Argentina, Brazil, Basque Country, Chile, Colombia, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States 
and Uruguay) as well as 4 international institutions (CAF, ECLAC, IICA and OAS) 
attended the meeting.  
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The Group of Experts was created during the Annual Meeting of the RIAC of 2012, 
which took place during the VII Americas Competitiveness Forum in Cali, Colombia. 
Since its creation, the objective of the Group has been to promote subnational 
competitiveness throughout the Hemisphere by sharing successful local practices; 
exchanging knowledge and ideas on models and methodologies available for the 
measurement of competitiveness at a micro-level and promoting an agenda to help 
the economic development of the cities, provinces, states and regions.  
 
This year’s meeting was the Second official encounter of the Group of Experts. The 
thematic focuses of the meeting were: 

 Innovation & Subnational Competitiveness 

 Competitiveness in Cities 

 Indicators & Competitiveness Indexes 

 Clusters Case Studies: Impact on Regional Competitiveness 

 Institutional Competitiveness Frameworks: National and/or Regional Councils 
 
During the meeting 22 presentations were given. They included case studies, 
methodologies of researches conducted at the national and subnational levels and 
new tools to promote and measure competitiveness.  
 
Regarding the theme of Innovation and Subnational Competitiveness, all countries 
and institutions represented agreed that in order for the LAC region to achieve 
economic development, innovation had to be targeted as a priority. Indeed, innovation 
was identified as a central component to help countries diversify their economies, and 
integrate and compete on the global market.  
 
Some countries highlighted the importance of education and harnessing the power of 
creativity and human imagination to stimulate knowledge-based economies. In fact, 
Trinidad and Tobago chose as the theme for the VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum 
“The Human Imagination at Work: Driving Competitiveness; Powering Innovation”. 
Human imagination is referred to as a pre-existing condition to innovation as well as a 
resource available to all citizens, without limitation of race, gender, religion or level of 
education. In that sense, the Forum will focus on the power of innovative ideas and 
concepts to generate competitive businesses and enterprises that can contribute to 
increase the quality of life of all the people of the Americas. 
 
In some other presentations, innovation was also referred to as the use of 
technologies, such as information and communication technologies (ICT), in traditional 
processes in order to increase efficiency and productivity of enterprises while lowering 
their costs. This necessity to integrate more technologies into the workplace was also 
corroborated by the numbers presented by the CAF, which showed that there is a very 
low level of technology intensity in Latin America (51% of LAC businesses currently 
rank between a medium to low technological intensity) and that 45% of all exports 
from Latin America to the rest of the world still consist of primary resources.  
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Similarly, other countries raised the need for more investments in Research and 
Development (R&D). Indeed, once again, numbers presented from the CAF showed 
that with the exception of Brasil – who leads the charts in the LAC region with 1,16% of 
its GDP invested in R&D – all countries of the LAC Region invest less than 1% of their 
GDP in R&D, despite the fact that studies from the World Bank have shown on 
numerous occasions that some of the most powerful economies in the world, such as 
Japan, invest up to 3,7% of their GDP in R&D.  
 

“There are no general formulas 
that apply to all LAC countries. 
Each country needs to focus on 
the elaboration of policies that 
support competitiveness based 
on local values; existing legal 
framework and available 
resources.” 
 

 – Juan Carlos Elorza, CAF 

Finally, all countries underlined the 
urgency of developing policies at the 
subnational level that supports 
innovative MSME’s and young 
entrepreneurs. Overall, since there are 
no general formulas for all countries of 
the LAC Region, each country agreed 
that the best solution was to adopt 
their own policies to promote 
competitiveness based on local values; 
existing legal framework and available 
resources. 

 
Regarding the theme of Competitiveness in Cities, 3 case studies were presented:       
1) Bogota and other cities in Colombia; 2) the city of Bilbao in the Basque Country and 
3) the City of Buenos Aires in Argentina. In all 3 cases, the cities had expressed a need 
to diversify production and generate more economic growth. Also, in all 3 cases, the 
quest for innovative solutions started by conducting researches to study 
demographics; identify existing industries and clusters and analyses local public 
policies already in place. 
 
The Metropolitan Development Index and Benchmarking are two of the methodologies 
that were presented to the Group of Experts to allow comparison between cities and 
identify which successful practices to replicate from one city to another. The 
Metropolitan Development Index is a combination of the well-being of a city’s 
population; its density; its diversity and its public management, while Benchmarking 
compares one’s city processes and performance metrics to some of the world’s most 
competitive cities. In both cases the results of the researches opened a political 
dialogue and facilitated the elaboration of new public policies to promote 
competitiveness at a subnational level. 
 
The need to create better conditions for entrepreneurs was also mentioned as one of 
the fundamentals to spark the economic development of a city. A good example of this 
is the City of Buenos Aires, who since 2008, has gradually created 5 “Tax Free Districts” 
to attract MSME’s. They include: the Technology District; the Arts District; the 
Audiovisual District; the Sports District and the Design District.  
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“To spark development in a city, 
you need to take a city as it is. 
There is no sense in stopping to 
be yourself to copy others.” 
 

– Carlos Priovano, Argentina 
 
 
 
 

The different districts are linked 
together through a Clusters’ network, 
which provides training, workshops, 
networking opportunities, innovative 
ideas and opportunities of financing. 
Recent studies have shown that 
between 2008 and 2013, the tax free 
districts of Buenos Aires generated 103 
new businesses and 8,000 jobs. It also 
has a projected return of $200 million 
over a ten year period (2008-2018). 
 
 

In terms of Indicators & Competitiveness Indexes, all countries and institutions 
reiterated the relevance of using indicators for the measurement of competitiveness 
as well as for monitoring progresses. Many indicators were shared throughout the 
meeting. They included: the Social Progress Index; the GDP per Capita; the Global 
Index of Competitiveness; the Metropolitan Development Index; the Index of Human 
Opportunities and the Number of patents requests per country,  just to name a few. 
 
Although all of those indicators are important, many presentations also underlined the 
weaknesses of the most commonly used sets of indicators: 
- There seems to be a low correlation between the competitiveness measured and the 
observed economic growth; 
- Indicators tend to measure short-term impacts, not long-term; 
- Indicators are susceptible to short-term situational changes, affecting the position of 
countries from one year to another;  
- Countries that are very heterogeneous have difficulties to measure and grasp the 
state of competitiveness. 
 

Brazil presented a new tool to help address those weaknesses, the GFCC 
Competitiveness Decoder, a Web enabled tool focused on quantitative data, to 
dynamically see how countries evolve; compare them to one another and understand 
best practices. The tool is available online for free, and serves to capture present 
competitiveness performance and predict future competitiveness potential. Data 
collection is made by the GFCC members with sources that are internationally 
available. 
 
Countries agreed that although new tools and indicators were welcome to better 
measure competitiveness at a national level, more efforts should be put towards 
developing indicators that address competitiveness at a micro level. “Going from 
national indicators to regional indicators should our main focus” agreed the Group.  
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“The real power of indexes 
resides in how much details we 
can get out of them.” 
 

– Luis del Carpio, Peru 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All presenters also agreed that the 
quality of the data used and the 
credibility of sources were fundamental 
to study competitiveness accurately. 
They also mentioned that developing 
methods to analyses data properly was 
equally important. “The models, 
indexes and data are there, but the 
danger resides in NOT analyzing them 
properly”, concluded one member of 
the group.  

 

As far as the sharing of Clusters Case Studies and their Impact on Regional 
Competitiveness, the Group of Experts highlighted that Clusters were important and 
that their efficiency could be multiplied by linking them to create interconnected 
Networks of Clusters. Peru and Colombia provided very good examples of Cluster 
studies that helped to promote competitiveness. 
 
Peru presented a study that identified 41 clusters spread throughout the country. By 
connecting clusters, the study revealed that there were common sets of problems to 
all of the clusters of Peru – such as the congestion in the port of Lima – and that 
political pressures needed to take place in order to solve the issue.  
 

Colombia presented a free online platform called Red Clusters which allows for 57 
clusters in 19 Departments of the country to share good practices as well as studies 
and articles relevant to clusters’ practitioners.  
 
The Group of Experts agreed that being able to create Networks of clusters was 
relevant to: 
- Identify common problems that clusters may face and that can impede 
competitiveness at a subnational and national level; 
-  Exchange successful practices that can be replicated in other clusters and/or other 
regions, provinces or cities; 
-   Exchange mistakes made by local businesses and how to make sure not to repeat 
them; 
-   Create a directory of experts and clusters practitioners that can help each other and 
provide training and guidance. 
   
 

 
 
 



 

6 
 

 
 

 
Finally, regarding the theme of Institutional Competitiveness Frameworks: National 
and/or Regional Councils, all countries agreed that governments had a major role to 
play in the promotion of subnational competitiveness and that institutionalization 
needed to be strong but flexible.    
 

More inter-institutional coordination, more political will and a more consistent 
dialogue with the private sector are a few of the elements identified as priorities by 
the Group of Experts. The need for more public-private partnerships was also raised.  
 

“People in the right 
environment of knowledge  
and the right resources can 
leverage economy for  
global competitiveness” 
 

– Tom Guevara, United States 
 
 
 
 

In this regard, the United States 
presented two very good examples of 
partnerships between the government 
and communities to spark local 
development: The Houston Technology 
Center in Texas – today one of the 
largest incubators in the World with 1 
billion dollars in return – and The Idea 
Village in New Orleans, Louisiana: an 
incubator who provided support to 
3,411 entrepreneurs since 2009. 

Those examples helped the group of experts better understand the process through 
which planning, technical assistance, capacity building and a strong entrepreneurship 
policy framework can lead to innovation, startups and job creation. 
 
Argentina also provided good examples of governments interventions to promote 
competitiveness, one of them being the Program “Intra-National Pro-Cordoba”, which 
tremendously helped local businesses raise their number of sales in other provinces of 
the country. The other Program, called “Intra-Provincial”, consisted in having the 
government of Cordoba organize business round tables between the different sectors 
of the industry to facilitate the creation of new collaborations. For example, when they 
brought together businesses from the electro domestic sector, representatives walked 
out of the meeting with no less than 37 business proposals. Since then, businesses are 
asking the provincial government to arrange more round tables for their sector.  
 

In the end, everyone agreed that the governments and authorities both at the national 
and subnational levels had to provide more support for to promote subnational 
competitiveness. The Group of Experts recommended the following: 

- A  more flexible legal framework; 
- More public policies targeted towards MSMEs;  
- More financing to support new businesses and entrepreneurs; 
- A more open and consistent dialogue with the private sector. 
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Finally, the meeting ended with an open discussion during which participants were 
invited to share conclusions and recommendations. The Group of Experts reaffirmed 
the importance of continuing to share successful practices, information, 
methodologies and tools on subnational competitiveness in two ways: 1) having 
another meeting of the Group of Experts next year and 2) exploring the possibility of 
creating an online group to continue exchanging ideas between meetings. Members of 
the Group also accepted to have their material and Power Point presentations shared 
online via the RIAC Webpage. 
 
The following conclusions were also made: 
 

1. In many countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, there is no national 
Agenda on subnational competitiveness. There is a need for more coordination 
between the national and subnational authorities to raise awareness about the 
importance of subnational competitiveness for economic development. 
Authorities should also adopt public policies that can support subnational 
competitiveness according to local values, legal framework and available 
resources.   
 

2. Poor education is another major obstacle that impedes the economic 
development of the LAC Region and the quality of life of its citizens. 
Strengthening capacity and capabilities in the region through better 
curriculums and programs should be made a priority by local authorities. More 
efforts should also be made to provide technical assistance to startups and 
young entrepreneurs. 

 
3. There is a need to create a framework for indicators. Indicators serve to 

establish a diagnostic and help countries compare their economies; but how do 
they translate into efficient public policies? Experts suggested spending more 
time presenting case studies of provinces and cities who were below the 
rankings and who surpassed it during the next year’s meeting. 
 

4. The Group should think about ways to develop elements of evaluation for 
public policies – i.e. how do we know this policy is the best out there? The 
Group of Experts should look at ways to evaluate public policies and present 
them during next year’s meeting. 
  

5. It is important that the Group of Experts presents something to the RIAC during 
the VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum in Trinidad and Tobago. The group 
should focus on “What can we be bring in the decision making of the RIAC?” 
The Group could also formulate an inclusive project for the promotion of 
subnational competitiveness that would involve 2 or 3 countries. 
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6. The Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

(ACE) is a very good example of putting theory into practice. The Group of 
Experts should consider proposing to “institutionalize the tour” during the RIAC 
Meeting at the VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum in Trinidad and Tobago. 

 
7. An online platform should be created to help the Group of Experts carry on 

discussions beyond the annual meeting. The platform could also include 
participation from other key stakeholders, such as entrepreneurs, mayors of 
cities and SME’s associations, just to name a few. 

 
 

2. LIST OF PRESENTATIONS BY COUNTRY 
 
Argentina 

1) Secretary of Industry of Cordoba – Microeconomics: A Decisive Factor for 
Competitiveness; 

2) Ministry of Economic Development of the City of Buenos Aires – Creative 
Buenos Aires; 
 

Brazil  
3) Brazilian Agency for Industrial Development (ABDI) – GFCC Competitiveness 

Decoder; 
 

Basque Country  
4) ORKESTRA – Strategic Urban Development: The Case of Bilbao; 

 
Colombia  

5) ECLAC – Metropolitan Development & Differentiated Social Policies;  
6) ECLAC – 2012-2013 Competitiveness Index of the Colombian States; 
7) Private Competitiveness Council of Colombia – State Competitiveness Index 

and its Incidence on the Development of Local Agendas; 
8) Private Competitiveness Council of Colombia – Colombia’s Clusters Network; 

 
El Salvador 

9) Ministry of Economy – How to Break Free from the Slow Economic Growth 
Trap; 
 

Guatemala 
10) PRONACOM – Myths and Realities of Regional Competitiveness; 
11) National Network of Groups of Managers – Guatemala’s Round Tables on 

Competitiveness 
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Mexico 

12) Tec de Monterrey – Definition and Construction of a Competitiveness Index for 
the Mexican Cities; 

13) Secretariat for Economic Development and Investment of the State of 
Coahuila – Economic and Industrial Profile of Coahuila, Gas Shale and Oil 
Clusters; 
 

Peru 
14) National Competitiveness Council of Peru – Clusters: Its Incidence on Regional 

Competitiveness; 
15) CENTRUM – Determining Regional Competitiveness; 

 
Trinidad and Tobago 

16) Ministry of Planning and Sustainable Development and RIAC Chair Pro 
Tempore – Countdown to the VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum; 
 

United States 
17) Economic Development Agency, U.S. Department of Commerce –Successful 

Strategies for Regional Development;  
 

Uruguay 
18) Joint presentation of the Institute for Competitiveness of the Catholic 

University of Uruguay and ORKESTA (Basque Country) – The Social Progress 
Index applied to Uruguay, the Basque Country and Brazil’s Amazon; 

19) Institute for Competitiveness of the Catholic University of Uruguay – 
Measuring Competitiveness in a Country: The Case of Uruguay; 

20) Faculty of Economics of the Catholic University of Uruguay – Industrial Politics 
and Economic Development; 

 
CAF  

21) CAF – Strategy for Productive Transformation; 
 
OAS 

22) Joint presentation between the Section of Competitiveness, Innovation and 
Technology of the OAS and the Ministry of Planning and Sustainable 
Development of Trinidad and Tobago as RIAC Chair Pro Tempore – The 
Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship: 
Results and Next Steps 
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3. RESSOURCES AND TOOLS FROM THE MEETING 

 
The following resources and tools for the promotion and measurement of subnational 
competitiveness were shared during the Meeting:  
 
Argentina 

1) Ministry of Industry of Córdoba – Program “Intranacional Pro-Córdoba” to help 
local industries sell to other provinces in Argentina: 
http://intranacional.procordoba.org/ 

2) Ministry of Industry of Córdoba – Program “Intraprovincial” to help local 
businesses meet and spark new collaborations:  
http://movil.infonegocios.info/nota.asp?nrc=48153&fecha=2014/07/04 

3) Ministry of Economic Development of the City of Buenos Aires – Districts for 
the economic, urban and social development of Buenos Aires: 
www.buenosaires.gob.ar/distritos and 
http://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/distritos/invertir-en-buenos-aires 

 
Brasil 

4) ABDI – The GFCC Competitiveness Decoder: a web enabled tool focused on 
data analysis to compare nations’ competitiveness: www.decoder.thegfcc.org 

5) ABDI – Recommended readings: 
- Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776 
- Michael E. Porter, The Competitive Advantage of Nations, 1990 

 
Basque Country 

6) ORKESTRA – Smart Specialization Benchmarking, Interactive tool: 
http://data.orkestra.deusto.es/papers/smartspecbench2013/ 

 
Colombia 

7) ECLAC – Ranking of competitiveness in Colombian States: 
http://www.cepal.org/colombia/ 

8) Private Council on Competitiveness – Global Index of Competitiveness of The 
World Economic Forum: http://www.weforum.org/issues/global-
competitiveness  

9) Private Council on Competitiveness – Departmental Competitiveness Index of 
Colombia: http://www.compite.com.co/site/indice-departamental-de-
competitividad-2013/ 

10) Private Council on Competitiveness: Program “Rutas Competitivas” from 
iNNpulsa: 36 cluster initiatives in 18 departments of Colombia: 
http://www.innpulsacolombia.com/ 

11) Private Council on Competitiveness: “Red Clusters” or Network of Clusters in 
Colombia – Free online platform of 400 members, with maps of clusters and 
other resources for clusters’ practitioners: www.redclustercolombia.com 

 

http://intranacional.procordoba.org/
http://movil.infonegocios.info/nota.asp?nrc=48153&fecha=2014/07/04
http://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/distritos
http://www.invertir.buenosaires.gob.ar/
http://www.invertir.buenosaires.gob.ar/
http://www.decoder.thegfcc.org/
http://data.orkestra.deusto.es/papers/smartspecbench2013/
http://www.cepal.org/colombia/
http://www.weforum.org/issues/global-competitiveness
http://www.weforum.org/issues/global-competitiveness
http://www.compite.com.co/site/indice-departamental-de-competitividad-2013/
http://www.compite.com.co/site/indice-departamental-de-competitividad-2013/
http://www.innpulsacolombia.com/
http://www.redclustercolombia.com/
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El Salvador 

12) Ministry of Economy – World Bank data on GDP per capita (2013): 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD 

13) Ministry of Economy – Concept of “Productive Transformation”:  
http://www.minec.gob.sv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2
448:el-salvador-impulsa-la-transformacion-productiva&catid=1:noticias-
ciudadano&Itemid=77 

14) Ministry of Economy – Development Plan of the Government of El Salvador 
2014-2019 “El Salvador Adelante”: 
http://fmln.org.sv/oficial/index.php/nuestropartido-37/documentos/el-
salvador-adelante 

 
Guatemala 

15) National Network of Groups of Managers – Guatemala’s Round Tables on 
Competitiveness: http://guatecompetitiva.org/site/mesas-de-competitividad/ 

16) PRONACOM – National Program on Competitiveness: 
http://www.industriaguate.com/representacion/pronacom-programa-
nacional-competitividad-silla-cacif /  

17) PRONACOM – Five myths and realities on subnational competitiveness (see 
Power Point presentation on RIAC Webpage)  

 
Mexico 

18) Tec de Monterrey – 20 yearly reports since 1995 on Competitiveness in 
Mexican States: 
http://sitios.itesm.mx/webtools/competitividad/ediciones.html 

19) Tec de Monterrey –  Global City indicators from the World Bank: 
www.cityindicators.org 

20) Tec de Monterrey – Mexican Cities Competitiveness Index (under construction) 
21) Secretariat for Economic Development and Investment of the State of Coahuila: 

Indicadores Coahuila http://coahuila.gob.mx/ 
 
Peru 

22) Consejo Nacional de Competitividad – Urban Informal Work Opportunities 
(study made with data from CEPAL, OIT, 2013) 

23) Consejo Nacional de Competitividad – Index of Human Opportunities (study 
from Molinas, Paes de Barros Saavedra y Giuagle, 2010): 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/BANCOMUNDIAL/EXTSPPAISES/
LACINSPANISHEXT/0,,contentMDK:21913473~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~th
eSitePK:489669,00.html 

24) Consejo Nacional de Competitividad: Location of Clusters and principal centers 
of production, consumption and distribution of Peru (see Power Point 
presentation on RIAC Webpage) 

 
 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD
http://www.minec.gob.sv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2448:el-salvador-impulsa-la-transformacion-productiva&catid=1:noticias-ciudadano&Itemid=77
http://www.minec.gob.sv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2448:el-salvador-impulsa-la-transformacion-productiva&catid=1:noticias-ciudadano&Itemid=77
http://www.minec.gob.sv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2448:el-salvador-impulsa-la-transformacion-productiva&catid=1:noticias-ciudadano&Itemid=77
http://fmln.org.sv/oficial/index.php/nuestropartido-37/documentos/el-salvador-adelante
http://fmln.org.sv/oficial/index.php/nuestropartido-37/documentos/el-salvador-adelante
http://guatecompetitiva.org/site/mesas-de-competitividad/
http://www.industriaguate.com/representacion/pronacom-programa-nacional-competitividad-silla-cacif%20/
http://www.industriaguate.com/representacion/pronacom-programa-nacional-competitividad-silla-cacif%20/
http://sitios.itesm.mx/webtools/competitividad/ediciones.html
http://www.cityindicators.org/
http://coahuila.gob.mx/
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/BANCOMUNDIAL/EXTSPPAISES/LACINSPANISHEXT/0,,contentMDK:21913473~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~theSitePK:489669,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/BANCOMUNDIAL/EXTSPPAISES/LACINSPANISHEXT/0,,contentMDK:21913473~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~theSitePK:489669,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/BANCOMUNDIAL/EXTSPPAISES/LACINSPANISHEXT/0,,contentMDK:21913473~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~theSitePK:489669,00.html
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Peru (continued) 

25) CENTRUM – Recommended Readings:   
- Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, 1776 
- D. Ricardo, On the Principles of Political Economy and Taxation, 1817 
- Michael E. Porter, Competitive Strategy, 1980 
- Michael E. Porter, The Competitive Advantage of Nations, 1990 
- Michael Kitson, Ronald Leonard Matin y Peter Tyler, Regional  
  Competitiveness, an Elusive yet Key Concept?, 2004 
- Jorge Benzaquen, Luis Alfoso del Carpio, Luis Alberto Zegarra, Christian 
  Alberto Valdivia, A Competitivness Index for the regions of a country, 2010 
- Vincent Charles, Luis Felipe Zegarra, Measuring regional competitiveness  
   through Data Envelopment Analysis: A Peruvian Case, 2014 
- Robert Huggins, Hiro Izushi, Piers Thompson, Regional Competitiveness:  
  Theories and Methodologies for Empirical Analysis, 2013 
- Khee G. Tan, Mulya Amri, Subnational Competitiveness and National 
  Performance: Analysis and Simulation for Indonesia, 2013 
- Giuseppe Iarossi, Measuring Competitiveness at the Subnational Level: The 
  Case of 37 Nigerian States, 2013 
- Peter K. Kresl, The Centrality of Urban Economies to the Study of  
  Competitiveness, 2013 

 
Trinidad and Tobago 

26) VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum in Trinidad and Tobago: 
http://competitivenessforum.org/ 

27) Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Entrepreneurship and Innovation: 
http://riacnet.org/intercambio-para-la-competitividad-de-las-americas-en-
innovacion-y-emprendimiento/ct_43/en/ 

 
United States 

28) Economic Development Agency, U.S. Department of Commerce – 
EDA’s Logic Model and JIAC Program Logic Model: http://www.eda.gov 

29) Houston Technology Center (shared as successful practice): 
http://houstontech.org/ 

30) The Idea Village (share as successful practice): http://ideavillage.org/ 
31) The State New Economy Index from the Information Technology and 

Innovation Foundation: http://www2.itif.org/2014-state-new-economy-
index.pdf 

 
Uruguay 

32) Roberto Horta, Institute for Competitiveness of the Catholic University of 
Uruguay and ORKESTRA (Basque Country) – The Social Progress Index: 
http://www.socialprogressimperative.org/data/spi 

 
 

http://competitivenessforum.org/
http://riacnet.org/intercambio-para-la-competitividad-de-las-americas-en-innovacion-y-emprendimiento/ct_43/en/
http://riacnet.org/intercambio-para-la-competitividad-de-las-americas-en-innovacion-y-emprendimiento/ct_43/en/
http://www.eda.gov/
http://houstontech.org/
http://ideavillage.org/
http://www2.itif.org/2014-state-new-economy-index.pdf
http://www2.itif.org/2014-state-new-economy-index.pdf
http://www.socialprogressimperative.org/data/spi
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Uruguay (continued) 

33) Institute for Competitiveness of the Catholic University of Uruguay and 
ORKESTRA (Basque Country) –  
Recommended Readings: 
- Michael E. Porter, Scott Stern and Michael Green: Social Progress Index 

2014 
- Roberto Horta y Micaela Camacho, Uruguay: A Road of Opportunities, 2014 

 

34) Institute for Competitiveness of the Catholic University of Uruguay – Report on 
Uruguay Competitiveness 2014: 
http://www.ucu.edu.uy/sites/default/files/facultad/fce/i_compe99vidad/informe_

de_compe99vidad_uruguay_mar2014.pdf 
35) Faculty of Economy of the Catholic University of Uruguay – PWC estimates of 

the World Economic Order in 2050: http://www.pwc.com/en_GX/gx/world-
2050/assets/pwc-world-in-2050-report-january-2013.pdf 

36) Faculty of Economy of the Catholic University of Uruguay – 
Principal multinationals in the world, according to Fortune Global 500: 
http://fortune.com/global500/ 

37) Faculty of Economy of the Catholic University of Uruguay – 
Recommended Readings: 
- Ministerio de Industria, Energía y Minería, Directivas de la estrategia 

industrial enfocada al desarrollo y adquisición de base tecnológica, 2008 
- Oficina de Planeamiento y Presupuesto del Uruguay, Estrategia Uruguay III 

Siglo, Aspectos productivos, 2009 
- Gabinete productivo del Uruguay, Plan Industrial Fase 1, 2012 
- Mariana Mazzucato, The Entrepreuneurial State, 2013 
   

CAF 
38) Atlas of Economic Complexity (Haussmann, Hidalgo, et al 2011) 
39) Exportations in LATAM by category (source: UNCTAD) 
40) Latin American exportations by destination 2008-2010 (source: CEPAL) 
41) Intra-regional commercial exchanges (source: Trade Maps) 
42) Investment in R+D in percentage of the GDP (source: The World Bank) 
43) Number of request for national and international patents per country  

(source: The World Bank) 
44) Most important clusters in Latin America (source: The World Bank) 
45) Agenda for “Productive Transformation” 

(*For all the aforementioned indicators, see Power Point Presentation of CAF 
on RIAC Webpage and http://www.caf.com/en) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ucu.edu.uy/sites/default/files/facultad/fce/i_compe99vidad/informe_de_compe99vidad_uruguay_mar2014.pdf
http://www.ucu.edu.uy/sites/default/files/facultad/fce/i_compe99vidad/informe_de_compe99vidad_uruguay_mar2014.pdf
http://www.pwc.com/en_GX/gx/world-2050/assets/pwc-world-in-2050-report-january-2013.pdf
http://www.pwc.com/en_GX/gx/world-2050/assets/pwc-world-in-2050-report-january-2013.pdf
http://fortune.com/global500/
http://www.caf.com/en
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4. RESULTS OF THE SATISFACTION SURVEY 

 
At the end of the meeting, a satisfaction survey was distributed to all participants and 
organizers. 20 people completed and returned their survey. The results are as follow: 
 
15 people said that the meeting surpassed their expectations in terms of results and 
number of successful practices shared. 5 said it met their expectations. 
 

 
 
13 people judged the content of the presentations as excellent and 7 as good.  
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12 people said the diversity of speakers and participants was excellent. 8 people said it 
was good. 
 

 
 
19 people referred to the organization of the event as excellent. One person referred 
to it as good. 
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In terms of infrastructure and working space for the meeting, 13 people qualified it as 
excellent and 7 people qualified it as good. 
 

 
 
Regarding the hotel of the meeting, 2 people judged it excellent, 14 said it was good 
and 1 said the quality was low. Also, 3 people indicated that they did not stay at the 
meeting’s hotel, 2 of them because they were not able to make a reservation since the 
hotel was fully booked for the dates of the event.   
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In terms of the number of useful experiences, methodologies and tools shared during 
the meeting, 15 people said they identified more than five useful resources during the 
event and 8 people said they identified three resources.  
 

 
 
Finally, participants made the following suggestions for next year’s meeting: 
 
-  The theoretical side of the meeting is well covered; but there is a need for more 
“practical” sessions; 
-  The meeting should be open to more participants from the private sector, including 
entrepreneurs; 
-  More space should be given to open discussions / dialogue; 
-  Students should be invited to assist to the meeting and participate in Q&A sessions; 
-  Mayors of cities or governors should be invited to the meeting and report on their 
local achievements in terms of competitiveness;  
-  The group should be divided into small teams or “commissions” who would focus on 
specific sub-themes of competitiveness. The work of each team would serve to 
advance on different subjects throughout the year and each group would present its 
results at the Group of Experts’ annual meeting;  
-  Each representative of the Group of Experts should work at expending the RIAC and 
disseminating its outcomes; 
- The Group should work at putting together a proposal during a workshop and present 
it to the RIAC meeting. 
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5. PRESS REVIEW 

 
OEA organiza reunión de expertos en competitividad subnacional en Uruguay 
 
OAS organizes Meeting of Experts on Subnational Competitiveness  
 
Kreimerman participo de Reunión Anual sobre Competitividad Subnacional de la RIAC 
 
La competitividad de la mano de la innovación, ciencia y tecnología como pilar del crecimiento 
 
Reunión anual de Expertos sobre Competitividad Subnacional 
 
El desafío de la competitividad sostenible 
 
Reunión de Expertos sobre Competitividad Subnacional 

 
 

6. AGENDA 
 

Tuesday - July 29th, 2014 
1:00 – 2:00 pm  Registration 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Welcome Remarks 
 
Dr. Ariel Cuadro 
Academic Vice-Chancellor  
Catholic University of Uruguay 
 
Roberto Horta 
Director of the Competitiveness Institute  
Catholic University of Uruguay 
 
Juan Carlos Elorza 
Latin America Development Bank (CAF) 
 
Arleen McComie 
Permanent Secretary of Planning & Sustainable Development of 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Pro Tempore Chair RIAC 
 
Maryse Robert 
Director, Department of Economic & Social Development 
Organization of American States / Technical Secretariat of the RIAC 
 
Roberto Kreimerman 
Minister of Industry, Energy & Mining of Uruguay 
 

 

http://www.oas.org/es/centro_noticias/comunicado_prensa.asp?sCodigo=AVI-156/14
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=AVI-157/14
http://www.presidencia.gub.uy/sala-de-medios/fotografias/kreimerman-reunion-anual-competitividad-subnacional-riac#!prettyPhoto[gallery1]/0/
http://www.presidencia.gub.uy/comunicacion/comunicacionnoticias/competitividad-kreimerman-reunion-caf-oea-ucu
http://www.ucu.edu.uy/es/node/6615
http://www.ucu.edu.uy/node/6617#.U9lHhON5P4Y
http://observatorio.competitividad.edu.uy/
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 Innovation & Subnational Competitiveness 

2:30 – 2:55 pm Microeconomics: A Decisive Factor for Competitiveness  
Guillermo Acosta, Secretary of Industry – Cordoba, Argentina  

2:55 – 3:20 pm Strategy for Productive Transformation  
Juan Carlos Elorza, Latin America Development Bank (CAF) 

3:20 – 3:45 pm Guatemala: Myths and Realities of Territorial Competitiveness 
Jaime Díaz, Executive Director of PRONACOM 

3:45 – 4:10 pm El Salvador: How to Break the Low Economic Growth Trap 
Jorge Seaman, Ministry of Economy of El Salvador 

4:10 – 4:20 pm Coffee Break 
 Competitiveness in Cities 

4:20 – 4:50 pm Colombian Cities: 
Metropolitan Development & Differentiated Social Policies  
Juan Carlos Ramírez, ECLAC  

4:50 – 5:20 pm The Case of Bilbao (Strategic Urban Development Processes)  
Susana Franco, ORKESTRA 

5:20 – 5:50 pm Creative Buenos Aires – BA Districts 
Carlos Pirovano,  
Ministry of Economic Development of the City of Buenos Aires 

5:50 – 6:10 pm VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum in Trinidad and Tobago 
Arleen McComie,  
Permanent Secretary of Planning & Sustainable Development of 
Trinidad and Tobago- Pro Tempore Chair RIAC 

 
Wednesday - July 30th, 2014 

 Indicators & Competitiveness Indices 

9:00 – 9:30 am  Social Progress Index 
Susana Franco, ORKESTRA &   
Roberto Horta, Competitiveness Institute: Catholic University of 
Uruguay 

9:30 – 10:00 am Definition & Construction of a Competitiveness Index for the 
Mexican Cities 
Elvira Naranjo, TEC of Monterrey 

10:00 – 10:30 am Measuring Competitiveness in a Country: the Case of Uruguay 
Luis Silveira, Competitiveness Institute: Catholic University of Uruguay 

10:30 – 10:45 am Coffee Break 
10:45 – 11:15 am GFCC Competitiveness Decoder 

Guilherme Amaral,  Brasilian Agency for Industrial Development 
(ABDI) 

11:15 – 11:45 am State Competitiveness Index and its Effect in the Development of 
Local Agendas 
Juan Felipe Quintero, Private Competitiveness Council of Colombia 

11:45 – 12:15 pm 2013 Competitiveness Index of the Colombian States  
Juan Carlos Ramírez, ECLAC 

12:15 – 12:30 pm Wrap Up Session- Q&A 
12:30 – 2:00 pm Lunch 
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 Cluster Case Studies: Impact on Regional Competitiveness 

2:00 – 2:40 pm Economic Development Agency, Department of Commerce 
Thomas Guevara – USA 

2:40 – 3:20 pm Colombia’s Clusters Network 
Juan Felipe Quintero, Private Competitiveness Council of Colombia 

3:20 – 3:50 pm Clusters: Its Effects on Regional Competitiveness 
Edgardo Cruzado, National Competitiveness Council of Peru 

3:50 – 4:20 pm The 2014 Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) on Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship (Results and Next Steps) 
Discussion Session Moderated by PS Arleen McComie, Pro Tempore 
Chair RIAC & Cesar Parga, OAS  

4:20 – 4:30 pm  Coffee Break 
 Institutional Competitiveness Frameworks: National and/or Regional 

Councils 
4:30 – 5:00 pm Determining Regional Competitiveness 

Luis del Carpio, Catholic University of Peru (CENTRUM) 
5:00 – 5:30 pm Competitiveness Management Group 

Alejandro Arango, Competitiveness Management Group, Guatemala 
8:00 – 11:00 pm Dinner  

 
Thursday - July 31st, 2014 
9:30 – 10:10 am Economic & Industrial Profile of Coahuila – Gas Shale & Oil Clusters 

Francisco García Castells,  
Under Secretary of  Economic Development and Investment,  
State of Coahuila, Mexico 

10:10 – 10:25 am Coffee Break 
10:25 – 11:00 am Industrial Politics and Economic Development 

Dr. Sebastian Torres, 
Member of the UCU Faculty of Economics  
Former National Director of Industry of Uruguay 

11:00 – 1:00 pm GTECS Working Session  
Conclusions and Recommendations for RIAC meetings in October – 
VIII ACF in Trinidad and Tobago 
Discussion Session Moderated by PS Arleen McComie, Pro Tempore 
Chair RIAC & Cesar Parga, OAS 
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7. LIST OF REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS 
 

Name Organization 
Guillermo Acosta 
acosta.guillermo@gmail.com  

Ministry of Industry of Córdoba, Argentina 

Carlos Pirovano 
cpirovano@buenosaires.gob.ar  

Ministry of Economic Development,  
City of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Guilherme Amaral 
guilherme.amaral@abdi.com.br  

Brasilian Agency for Industral 
Development (ABDI), Brazil 

Jorge Navarrete 
jnavarrete@utalca.cl 

Maule Competitiveness Center, 
University of Talca, Chile 

Juan Felipe Quintero 
jquintero@compite.com.co  

Private Competitiveness Council of 
Colombia 

María Solórzano 
msolorzano@minec.gob.sv 

Ministry of Economy of El Salvador 

Jorge Seaman 
jseaman@minec.gob.sv  

Ministry of Economy of El Salvador 

Jaime Díaz 
jdiaz@pronacom.org  

National Competitiveness Program 
(PRONACOM) of Guatemala 

Fernando Suriano 
josesbuezo@gmail.com 

National Competitiveness Program 
(PRONACOM) of Guatemala 

Alejandro Arango 
alejandro.arango@gruposgestores.org.gt  

Red Nacional de Grupo de Gestores 
Guatemala  

Adolfo Cimadevilla 
adolfo.cimadevilla@economia.gob.mx  

Ministry of Economy of Mexico 

Josselyn Rizo 
josselyn.rizo@economia.gob.mx  

Ministry of Economy of Mexico 

Francisco García Castells 
ana.camarillo@coahuila.gob.mx  

Ministry of Economic Development & 
Investment of the State of Coahuila, 
Mexico 

Elvira Naranjo 
enaranjo@itesm.mx  

Tec of Monterrey, Mexico 

Victor Sánchez 
vsanchez@senacyt.gob.pa  

National Secretary of Science and 
Technology (SENACYT) of Panamá 

Paola Franco 
pfranco@senacyt.gob.pa  

National Secretary of Science and 
Technology (SENACYT) of Panamá 

Gina Gómez 
ggomez@presidencia.gob.pa  
 

Secretariat for Economic & 
Competitiveness Issues of Panamá 

Edgardo Cruzado 
ecruzado@mef.gob.pe  

National Competitiveness Council of Peru 

Luis del Carpio  
ldelcarpio@pucp.edu.pe  

CENTRUM – Catholic Univ. of Peru 

Susana Franco 
susana.franco@orkestra.deusto.es  

Orkestra – Deusto, Basque Country, Spain 

Arleen McComie 
karlene.francois@planning.gov.tt  

Ministry of Planning & Sustainable 
Development of Trinidad and Tobago 

mailto:acosta.guillermo@gmail.com
mailto:cpirovano@buenosaires.gob.ar
mailto:guilherme.amaral@abdi.com.br
mailto:jnavarrete@utalca.cl
mailto:jquintero@compite.com.co
mailto:msolorzano@minec.gob.sv
mailto:jseaman@minec.gob.sv
mailto:jdiaz@pronacom.org
mailto:josesbuezo@gmail.com
mailto:alejandro.arango@gruposgestores.org.gt
mailto:adolfo.cimadevilla@economia.gob.mx
mailto:josselyn.rizo@economia.gob.mx
mailto:ana.camarillo@coahuila.gob.mx
mailto:enaranjo@itesm.mx
mailto:vsanchez@senacyt.gob.pa
mailto:pfranco@senacyt.gob.pa
mailto:ggomez@presidencia.gob.pa
mailto:ecruzado@mef.gob.pe
mailto:ldelcarpio@pucp.edu.pe
mailto:susana.franco@orkestra.deusto.es
mailto:karlene.francois@planning.gov.tt
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Name Organization 

Thomas Guevara 
tguevara@eda.gov  

EDA – Department of Commerce, USA 

Ashley Friedman 
ashley.friedman@trade.gov  

Department of Commerce, USA 

Natalia Bertullo 
natalia.bertullo@miem.gub.uy  

Ministry  of Industry, Energy & Mining of 
Uruguay 

Andrés Jung 
ajung@ucu.edu.uy  

Department of Economy 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Sebastián Torres 
setorres@ucu.edu.uy  

Department of Economy 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Roberto Horta 
rhorta@ucu.edu.uy  

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Luis Silveira 
luis.silveira@ucu.edu.uy  

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Micaela Camacho 
mcamacho@ucu.edu.uy 

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Tatiana Pérez 
paupere@ucu.edu.uy 

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Paula González 
maria.gonzalezs@ucu.edu.uy 

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Romina Lois 
romina.lois@correo.ucu.edu.uy  

Competitiveness Institute of Uruguay 
Catholic University of Uruguay 

Beatriz Prandi 
bprandi@anii.org.uy  

ANII, National Agency of Research and 
Innovation, Uruguay  

Maria Laura Fernandez 
mlfernandez@anii.org.uy  

ANII, National Agency of Research and 
Innovation, Uruguay 

Óscar Butto 
gamaxquim@hotmail.com 

IDEAR, Business Incubator Maldonado 
Uruguay 

Alfredo García Fontes 
agarciaf@maldonado.gub.uy 

IDEAR, Business Incubator Maldonado 
Uruguay 

Juan Carlos Elorza 
jelorza@caf.com   

CAF, Development Bank of Latin America 

Alejandra Betancur 
alejandra.bentancur@iica.int  

IICA, Interamerican Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture 

Juan Carlos Ramírez 
JuanCarlos.Ramirez@cepal.org  

ECLAC, U.N. Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

Maryse Robert 
mrobert@oas.org 

OAS, Organization of American States 

César Parga 
cparga@oas.org  

OAS, Organization of American States 

Juan Carlos Montoya 
jmontoya@oas.org  

OAS, Organization of American States 

Aryanne Quintal 
aquintal@oas.org  

OAS, Organization of American States 

 

mailto:tguevara@eda.gov
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mailto:natalia.bertullo@miem.gub.uy
mailto:ajung@ucu.edu.uy
mailto:setorres@ucu.edu.uy
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