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THROUGH COMMERCIALIZATION, TALENT DEVELOPMENT, 
AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS, WE PROPEL 
UC SAN DIEGO AS A GLOBAL INNOVATION LEADER.

UC San Diego Assets
UC San Diego has a broad academic portfolio that includes graduate and professional 
school programs: the School of Medicine; Skaggs School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences; School of Global Policy and Strategy; Rady School of 
Management; Scripps Institution of Oceanography; and the UC San Diego Graduate 
Division, encompassing 11 divisions.

Global and National Rankings
1st in ranking of public universities in the nation in 2016 by Washington Monthly

$4.3 billion annual budget

1st for women engineering

2nd for social upward mobility

$1.01 billion in research funding, including industry-sponsored $201.45 million 

4th in the nation for startups

“The office of innovation and commercialization is key in nurturing the startup ecosystem in San Diego by proactively 

working with inventors on campus and off campus and partnering with SDVG to showcase investment opportunities.” 

– San Diego Venture Group



Startups are an Integral Part of the UC San Diego 
Research Ecosystem
The formation of new startups is a major contributor to the economic development and growth 
of the San Diego region, as well as improving our community and quality of life. Startups create 
new jobs and attract money to the region via their financing activities and ultimately provide a 
commercial product or service.

770 Startup companies launched

866+ United States patents

1,010+ Foreign patents

400+ Active commercial licenses

29,200  Jobs created

$32.4 billion Economic impact to region in estimated annual sales of active 
UC San Diego-related companies in San Diego County

UC San Diego Research Affairs
Office of Innovation and Commercialization
10300 N Torrey Pines Road, 3rd floor

La Jolla, CA 92037

innovation.ucsd.edu 
(858) 534-5815

“The Office of Innovation and Commercialization is a key catalyst for many promising technologies that are born 

at UC San Diego.  The office encourages and promotes commercialization of many of these technologies in the form 

of startups. Our WSGR team works closely with the Office and campus innovators and entrepreneurs to accelerate 

the rate of commercialization of UC San Diego’s inventions.  It is a privilege to work with and to be a part of the rich 

UC San Diego entrepreneurial ecosystem, all of which is facilitated by the Office.” 

– Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati



COMMERCIALIZATION 
Technologies invented at UC San Diego form the basis of new companies, 
products, and jobs across our region and the world. Simpler commercial 

agreements are designed to help industry partners and entrepreneurs develop 
these inventions for the benefit of society. 

Open Flow Innovation for Startups 
Under this program, the university does not charge upfront licensing costs, or reimbursement of past 
patent expenses from a startup, allowing them to quickly secure commercial rights for the technology 
they need to develop their businesses. Through equity or royalty sharing provisions, UC San Diego seeks 

to reinvest any upside in campus programs. 

Innovation Zones 
This program gives a company funding a research collaboration with the campus an up-front license 
to any and all intellectual property created in the course of the collaboration. It also simplifies the 
intellectual property terms in an effort to streamline and give more transparency, to deepen our 
engagement with our private sector partners.  

Access to funding accelerates the development of technologies through the 
early proof-of-concept stage.
Technology Acceleration 
With the support of the private and investment sectors, campus programs like Accelerating Innovations 
to Market, Galvanizing Engineering in Medicine, and the Technology Accelerator fund prototype 
development and commercial milestones to move technologies toward the market. 

These programs are managed by the Institute for the Global Entrepreneur (IGE), Rady School of 
Management (Medical Entrepreneur Education and Training – MEET), Health Sciences (Center for 
Accelerated Innovation – CAI) and the Office of Innovation and Commercialization (Accelerating 
Innovations to Market – AIM), in partnership with centers of excellence such as I-Corps, StartR, Agile 
centers, and Rady Centers of Excellence, Institute for Engineering in Medicine (IEM)

Venture Funding 
As an investor in the Triton Fund, UC San Diego helps enable independent venture funding for technology 
and medtech companies. In its first two years of operation, the fund has provided critical support for 10 
university startups.  



TALENT & CULTURE
UC San Diego is a major supplier of talent to the region’s workforce. Beyond 

technical expertise and technology development, we prepare students for 
today’s economy by creating a culture that builds leadership and unlocks 

human potential. 

A variety of extracurricular programs, open to anyone on and off campus, train innovative 
thinkers who can bring new solutions to societal challenges.

Incubators and Accelerators  
Incubator spaces and accelerator programs 
help innovators explore their ideas in a safe 
environment, with support from alumni, 
mentors and visionary corporate leaders. 
Examples include:

• The Basement 
• Institute for the Global Entrepreneur
• Blue LINC
• StartR
• mystartupXX

• Veteran Ventures

• Social Venture Accelerator (SVA)

• BlueTech Incubator 

• EnVision Arts and Engineering Maker Studio

Mentorship 
One-on-one coaching, peer mentor programs, 
and competition judging offer meaningful ways 
for industry and domain experts to engage with 
university innovators.

Education 
Entrepreneurship skills are taught in 
academic departments, accelerators, and 
certificate programs, including the Certificate 
in Entrepreneurship through the Office of 
Innovation and Commercialization. Programs 
offered through community partners include 
monthly seminars on intellectual property, 
licensing, and specialized topics such as 
financing and how to pitch your startup.

Demo Days/ Conferences
Competitions and demo days provide focus 
for projects and bring student teams together 
to compete for recognition, services and 
funding. Annual events include:
• Ignite Innovator & Entrepreneur 

Conference - March
• Triton Entrepreneur Night - May 
• Entrepreneur Challenge Business Plan 

Competition - May
• StartR Demo Day - October
• Triton Innovation Challenge - November



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The success of campus innovators and technologies relies on deep engagement 

with community partners, including CONNECT, Biocom, San Diego 
Venture Group, San Diego Economic Development Corporation, EvoNexus, 

municipalities, and other research institutes. 

Our networks provide resources, attract talent, and work together to promote the San Diego 
region as a global innovation powerhouse. UC San Diego currently has the following community 
engagement programs for innovation and entrepreneurship.

Commercialization Assessment Panels 
UC San Diego invites business and technical experts to assess the commercial feasibility of newly 
uncovered technologies and business concepts. Feedback helps inventors address gaps in the 

commercial potential of their ideas. 

Entrepreneurs-in-Residence and Office Hours  
Successful entrepreneurs and service providers give expert guidance that helps our innovators develop 
new ideas, hone commercialization strategies, and create companies and social enterprises around 
campus innovations.

San Diego Innovation Council
This unique council brings together 18 research-focused, economic development, investor, and incubator 
organizations as a forum to foster and engage the regional innovation economy. The Council develops 
collaboration opportunities promoting the region as a global innovation powerhouse and provides a 
gateway for interested parties to meet with all the key innovation players from the region within a single 
setting. sandiegoinnovationcouncil.org

Industry Programs
Across campus, industry-driven programs bring top academic experts and companies together 
to address research, education, and talent needs. UC San Diego offers preclinical services for 
pharmaceutical partners, access to technical research, experiential training for students and 
postdocs, recruitment opportunities, and core facilities. Examples include: 
• Corporate Affiliate Programs (Jacobs School of Engineering and Scripps Institution of 

Oceanography) 
• Agile Centers (Jacobs School of Engineering)
• Centers of Excellence (Rady School of Management)
• Drug Development Pipeline (School of Pharmacy)
• Qualcomm Institute/CalIT2 Innovation Space (Jacobs/calit2)


