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Lafayette, Louisiana

Lafayette is located 
midway between 
New Orleans and 
Houston.

University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette: Carnegie 
R1 designated 
institution with more 
than $164 million in 
funded research 
(2020)

Opportunity Machine: 
Lafayette’s Business 
Incubator 

 FlyGuys

 Hampr

 Aerobotics

 Rader

Municipally-owned 
FTTH network with 
speeds up to 10 Gbps 
symmetrical

Recent economic 
development wins:

 3,400 direct jobs 
created

 More than $301 
million CapEx



Leveraging our favorable business climate, joie de vivre, 
and culture of ingenuity and creativity, Lafayette will be the 
location of choice for top talent, existing and new 
businesses, entrepreneurs, and innovators. 

LEDA’s mission is to catalyze job growth and capital 
investments that will lead to a strong and diversified
economy, equitable access to economic opportunity, and an 
excellent quality of life in Lafayette Parish.

LEDA’s Vision and Mission



LEDA’s Business Development Goals
 Attract, grow, and retain quality jobs in the parish to achieve 

a strong and diversified local economy.
 Capitalize on the entrepreneurial spirit and grow new business 

startups and scalable ventures in the parish.
 Leverage Lafayette’s connectivity to various international 

destinations and secure FDI and export opportunities for 
Lafayette Parish companies in partnership with the Lafayette 
International Center.

 Serve as the go-to resource in the Parish for business 
intelligence, market research, strategic analysis, and economic 
and labor force data.



LEDA’s Target Industries
 Energy
 Healthcare
 Technology
 Manufacturing
 Aviation
 Logistics, Transportation, & Warehousing
 Retail/Family Entertainment





Lafayette Economic Vitals
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Lafayette Economic Vitals
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$7.7
billion

in 2021

 Highest year on record
 Up 19.76% from 2020

 Dec 2021: $762 million
 Highest month on record
 Up 14.25% from Dec 2020

Source: Lafayette Parish School System

Taxable Sales

Presenter Notes
Notas de la presentación
Taxable Sales (Lafayette Parish)
2021 total: $7.7 billion
Highest year on record
Dec 2021: $762 million
Highest month on record
9 $600M+ months, first $700M month

Municipality Totals (YTD) 
Broussard: up 20.26%
Carencro: up 34.4%
Duson: up 23.8%
Lafayette: up 18.9%
Scott: up 16.4%
Youngsville: up 23.5%
Unincorporated: up 17.1%




Lafayette Economic Vitals

Acadiana Sales
 2021 total sales up 18.3%
 Record setting year
 Total sales outside of Lafayette Parish up 16%
 Total dollar volume of sales up 32%

Lafayette Parish Sales
 Total closed sales 19% higher than 2020
 Total pending sales 20% higher than 2020
 Total dollar volume of sales 29% higher than 2020

 Exceeded $1 billion for the first time in Lafayette Parish
 Total residential listings 12% higher than 2020

 Not enough to meet increased demand
 Average sale price 8% higher than 2020: $261,891

Source: Market Scope Consulting

Home Sales



Recent Success

Presenter Notes
Notas de la presentación
Recent business attraction and retention successes are a reflection of our economic strength and diversification. 
2022: Calls Plus (back office, call center)
Retain 37 jobs, create 50 direct jobs
Relocated to Lafayette following Hurricane Katrina
	
2021: Completeful (technology, manufacturing, fulfillment)
Purchased former Walmart on Evangeline Thruway
100 jobs with plans to add 100 this year
Up to 500 employees at peak production times

2021: SafeSource (manufacturing)
1,221 new jobs across two facilities in Broussard
$150 million investment in facilities

2021: Kibberia (food manufacturing)
Expansion from Connecticut
Up to 150 jobs at full operation

2020: Amazon (distribution)
500 direct jobs (hiring now for some positions) 
First fulfillment center in LA

2020: Westfield Fluid Controls (manufacturing)
67 job relocation from California
Nearly $50,000 annual salary

2020: SchoolMint (IT solutions provider)
178 job expansion and HQ relocation from San Francisco
$75,000 average salary
Consolidate NY and Miami offices

2019: VieMed (in-home care for respiratory patients)
HQ Expansion, 220 jobs
Old Stone Energy facility

2019: LHC Group: (home health provider)
500 job headquarters expansion 
200,000 sq foot facility expansion 

2018 and 2014: CGI (IT solutions provider)
400 job expansion; more than 800 jobs total




Today’s Agenda
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Showcase: Healthcare Innovations
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Tour: Software Technology
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Showcase: University Research Programs
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. Tour: Downtown Lafayette
2:30 – 3:00 p.m. Panel: North Lafayette Redevelopment
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Panel: Female Founders
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Social Interlude
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Break
7:30 – 9:00 p.m. Dinner



Mandi D. Mitchell, President & CEO
Learn more about Lafayette, LA and LEDA: 

lafayette.org
facebook.com/lafayettela
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